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The third state party report to the Human Rights Committee (CCPR/C/BGR/3) states that there is no provision for corporal punishment in Bulgrian law and that it is prohibited in schools (para. 181). In the List of Issues for Bulgaria (CCPR/C/BGR/Q/3), the Committee asks what measures have been taken to ensure that corporal punishment of children is eradicated in practice and to bring perpetrators to justice and provide compensation to victims (Question 9). In its written replies (CCPR/C/BGR/Q/3/Add.1) the Government outlines a number of measures taken in this respect (paras. 50, 51 and 52).

Corporal punishment of children in Bulgaria
Corporal punishment of children in Bulgaria is prohibited in the home and all other settings. Article 11(2) of the Child Protection Act (2000, amended 2003) states: “Every child has a right to protection against all methods of upbringing, that undermine his or her dignity, against physical, psychical or other types of violence; against all forms of influence, which go against his or her interests.” The Regulation on the Implementation of the Child Protection Act (in force 2003) defines violence against children as “any act of physical, mental or sexual violence, neglect, commercial or other exploitation, entailing an actual or likely damage to the health, life, development or dignity of children, which may occur in any of the family, school or social environment” (article 1). Legislation also prohibits corporal punishment in schools, the penal system and alternative care settings (see Global Initiative briefing to the Country Report Task Force, October 2010).

However, despite prohibition, research reveals a considerable – though apparently decreasing – degree of support for the use of corporal punishment in childrearing. One in two respondents (49.9%) in a 2009 survey of 1,000 adults believed that corporal punishment should never be used, a slight increase compared with a similar survey in 2005 (47.2%). But more than a third of respondents (34.8%) in 2009 said corporal punishment “should not be used in general but in certain situations it is justifiable”; 10.9% felt corporal punishment was acceptable “if the parent believes that it will be effective”.
 In schools, a 2009 survey of teachers in Sofia found that 82% believed corporal punishment is humiliating for the child and 74% believed it meant “the parents are not good at rearing children”; 41% felt the use of “spanking” as a punishment would justify intervention by a third party (cf only 30% in a similar 2005 survey).

In 2008, in its concluding observations on Bulgaria’s second report, the Committee on the Rights of the Child recommended that the legal prohibition of corporal punishment be enforced through public and professional awareness raising, the promotion of positive, non-violent disciplinary methods, and judicial measures to deal with persons who inflict corporal punishment on children.

The Human Rights Committee’s recommendations to Bulgaria
We hope the Human Rights Committee will recommend that Bulgaria should:

· continue and strengthen efforts to implement the law prohibiting all corporal punishment of children through sustained public and professional education on the law, awareness raising among children and adults of children’s right to protection from corporal punishment, and the promotion of positive, non-violent methods of discipline
· ensure that measures to respond to persons who inflict corporal punishment on children are developed and implemented in the child’s best interests, including a range of educative and supportive interventions as well as judicial processes.
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