International Disability Alliance (IDA)

Disabled Peoples' International, Down Syndrome International, Inclusion International, International Federation of Hard of Hearing People,

Rehabilitation International, World Blind Union,

World Federation of the Deaf, World Federation of the DeafBlind,

World Network of Users and Survivors of Psychiatry,

Arab Organization of Disabled People, European Disability Forum,

Red Latinoamericana de Organizaciones no Gubernamentales de Personas con Discapacidad y sus familias (RIADIS)

Suggestions for disability-relevant recommendations to be included in the Concluding Observations

Human Rights Committee 99th Session (12 to 30 July 2010)

The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following suggestions for the concluding observations, based on references to persons with disabilities to be found in the reports related to Colombia.  

COLOMBIA

State report
591. The new Code for Children and Adolescents, Law No. 1098 of 2006, elaborates on the subject of the rights of children and adolescents with disabilities and addresses it from different perspectives, establishing that this population is entitled to enjoy a full quality of life and that the State should provide the necessary conditions to enable them to fend for themselves and become integrated into society.

592. A measure recently passed is Law No. 1145, 2007, organizing the National Disability System, which aims to foster the formulation and implementation of public policy on disability, in coordination with public agencies at the national, regional and local levels, organizations of disabled persons and persons in situations of disability, and civil society in order to promote and guarantee their fundamental rights within the framework of human rights.

631. The National Disability Plan and the mission of the Vice-Presidency to promote and ensure respect for human rights of people with disabilities have given rise to the Human Rights and Disability Programme of the Vice-Presidency.

632. It seeks to promote respect and protection of civil and political, social, economic and cultural rights of people with disabilities by fostering the elimination of barriers that impede the full exercise of their rights and by supporting processes of effective and non-discriminatory social inclusion.

Recommendations from IDA

· To consider ratifying the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol.

· To adopt a global strategy to ensure that children and adolescents with disabilities can exercise their rights on an equal basis with others and guarantee their full integration into society as well as eliminate discriminatory attitudes towards persons with disabilities. 

· To review and amend where necessary the national legislation on disability to ensure that national policies is in line with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

