Background - Violence against women

Violence against women is an infringement of the Danish Criminal Code. In addition, the Government regards violence against women as a reflection of a lack of equality and respect between women and men. 

It is estimated that approximately 70,000 women aged 16-64 are exposed to physical violence on an annual basis. In 40 per cent of the total number of violence cases, the perpetrator is a present or former partner, which means that approximately 28,000 women aged 16-64 are the victims of partner violence every year. In the period 2000-2005, there was an estimated fall of one third in the number of women victims of partner violence.

It is estimated that approximately 21,000 children aged 0-15 years grow up in a family with domestic violence on an annual basis. Approximately 2,000 women and a similar number of children move into shelters every year.

The Danish Government has since 2002 launched two national action plans to combat violence against women.

Currently by May 2010 the Danish Government is about to launch a new National Strategy to combat Violence in Intimate Relations. The National Strategy will run until 2012 and will follow-up on the existing efforts. Furthermore there will focus on three main areas of concern:

· Early and preventive measures

· Support for the victims of partner violence

· Knowledge, embeddedness and cross-sectoral cooperation

The Strategy is being developed and will be implemented by the Ministry of Interior and Health; the Ministry of Refugee, Immigration and Integration Affairs; the Ministry of Justice; the Ministry of Social Affairs, the Ministry of Education and the Minister for Gender Equality. As chairman of the inter-ministerial working group to combat violence against women, the Department of Gender Equality holds the steering role regarding the implementation of the action plan. 

Funds for the combat of violence against women

For the new National Strategy to combat violence in intimate relations a total of DKK 35 million has been allocated. For the period 2005-2008, a total of DKK 60 million was earmarked for the national action plan to combat domestic violence. Subsequently, another DKK 48 million has been allocated for a project under the heading “Support and treatment aimed at women and children victims of domestic violence”, as well as a total of DKK 15 million for the years 2007-2010 to strengthen treatment for violent men. The money was allocated to three different treatment facilities in Denmark.

For the action plan to combat trafficking in human beings 2007-2010 a total of DKK 80 million has been earmarked for the implementation of the initiatives in the action plan. 

Information Campaigns

Under the National Action Plans to combat violence against women several information campaigns has been carried out to change the attitudes among the general public and among the perpetrators.

Currently by May 2010 an information campaign specifically aimed at ethnic minority women subject to domestic violence is running in selected media and other channels that are targeting this group. This would be websites and magazines in different foreign languages, midwifes who are in contact with ethnic minority women and through beauty parlours for ethnic minority women. The aims of the campaign is to break the silence about domestic violence in these groups of women, to inform the women and their surroundings about the existing assistance available to victims of violence and to make it very clear that domestic violence is unacceptable and a criminal offence according to the Danish Criminal Code. The campaign has been running since February 2010 and will formally end by June 2010. The Ministry for Refugee, Immigration and Integration and the Minister for Gender Equality are responsible for the campaign.

Information on partner violence to students in secondary schools will be part of the new National Strategy to combat violence in intimate relations. The information will focus on gender roles and relations betweens girls and boys. 

As another example the Minister for Gender Equality launched a nationwide campaign under the heading: “Be a man – Say no to violence against women” in August 2007. The key idea of the campaign was to present the typical excuses made by perpetrators of violence and in some cases also by the victims of violence to cover up violence, the bruises and the broken noses, for example: “My wife fell on the bathroom floor again”, “My girlfriend walked into a door again” or “My wife fell down the stairs again”. The campaign included posters on public buses, advertisements, TV spots and a campaign with role models at www.voldmodkvinder.dk. A subsequent assessment of the campaign showed that men who had seen it had changed attitude and condemned violence against women to a greater extent. 

At primary and lower secondary schools and youth education programmes throughout the country, an information campaign has run since 2005 on domestic violence and violence between dating adolescents. The campaign includes representatives of the local shelter, the local police and two young girls. One of the girls has grown up with domestic violence, and the other experienced dating violence as a teenager. The participants tell about domestic violence with focus on “violence against mother” and about violence between dating adolescents. The events are, furthermore, attended by a rap musician who sings about violence in the family and violence between dating adolescents. In addition, a film is shown about violence between dating adolescents, and CDs with the rap musician are distributed. Support has subsequently been provided for similar information campaigns targeted at teacher training colleges throughout the country.

Action plans to combat trafficking

Since 2002, Danish efforts to combat trafficking in women have been embedded in national action plans. The Government has adopted a holistic approach towards victims of human trafficking. In order to ensure coordination and cross-sectoral collaboration, an inter-ministerial working group has been set up. The working group implements the Government initiatives and is responsible for monitoring developments in the area. 

The first action plan was initiated in 2002 to prevent trafficking of women and to support the victims. In March 2007, the Government launched a new action plan for the fight against human trafficking 2007-2010. The objective of the 2007 action plan is to ensure that all women, men and children who are identified as victims of human trafficking are to be offered the right kind of support in their present situation and to provide them with an alternative to being trafficked once again.  

The 2007 action plan focuses on the following four action areas:

· Strengthening investigation efforts in order to identify and bring traffickers before justice, 

· Supporting the victims by improving the social services in Denmark,

· Preventing human trafficking by limiting demand and increasing the population’s knowledge of these matters,

· Preventing human trafficking by improving international cooperation, including improving preventive work in the exporting countries.

As part of the current national action plan and in order to ensure that victims receive improved support, are aware of their rights and receive the same support despite where in Denmark they are located, the Danish Centre against Human Trafficking was established in September 2007.  

The Centre serves several purposes: The Centre coordinates and contributes to improving social activities in the area, also with respect to the cross-sectoral efforts; the Centre constitutes the backbone of knowledge collection in the area by developing methods, by drawing up annual situation reports, and by managing ongoing upgrading of the employees’ competencies, etc.

The Centre has developed a national referral mechanism that ensures coordination and cooperation between all the relevant actors - NGOs, the Police, the Immigration Service or other relevant actors in this field.  

Currently by May 2010 the national action plan is being evaluated. This evaluation will be part of the considerations on the future efforts to combat trafficking in human beings.

