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The Dominican Republic implemented conscription between 1947 and 1961 under the “Compulsory Military Training Act”.


Although there is provision in the current Ley Organica de las Fuerzas Armadas (Armed Forces Act) for the imposition of conscription in “times of war or serious public disorder”,
  it does not seem that this has  ever actually been implemented.   Although it is regrettable that there are no provisions regarding conscientious objection to military service, there is no evidence that this lack has ever impinged on an individual case, either of conscription or of a regular member of the armed forces developing a conscientious objection.


There does however appear to be a discrepancy between the minimum age for voluntary recruitment as established in law (16 years)
  and as reported to the Committee on the Rights of the Child in 2007.
   Neither in the discussion nor in its concluding observations did the Committee on the Rights of the Child pursue this issue substantively, simply encouraging “the State party to ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict, signed on 9 May 2002.”
  This ratification, let alone the preparation of an initial report under the Optional Protocol, which would enable the Committee on the Rights of the Child to investigate military recruitment legislation and practice in detail, has still not at the time of writing taken place.  Therefore, CPTI makes the following

SUGGESTION FOR THE LIST OF ISSUES


Is the Dominican Republic taking action to ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict, which it signed in 2002, as recommended in 2008 by the Committee on the Rights of the Child?    In conjunction with such ratification, will it amend any parts of the military recruitment legislation which would appear to permit voluntary recruitment under the age of 18, contrary to the policy reported to the Committee on the Rights of the Child?    
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