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The initial state party report to the Human Rights Committee (CCPR/C/ETH/1) states that corporal punishment is prohibited in schools and other institutions under the Constitution (paras. 51 and 230). It also states that the corporal punishment inflicted on a child or pupil that was acceptable under the 1960 Civil Code is no longer tolerated under the revised Criminal Code of 2005 (para. 51). The List of Issues adopted by the Committee (CCPR/C/ETH/Q/1) does not address corporal punishment of children, and there is no reference to it in the state party’s written replies (CCPR/C/ETH/Q/1/Add.1).

Corporal punishment of children in Ethiopia
Corporal punishment of children in Ethiopia is unlawful in schools and other institutions under article 36 of the Constitution (1994), which states in paragraph 1 (emphasis added):

“Every child has the right:

(a) To life;

(b) To a name and nationality;

(c) To know and be cared for by his or her parents or legal guardians;

(d) Not to be subject to exploitative practices, neither to be required nor permitted to perfrm work which may be hazardous or harmful to his or her education, health or well-being;

(e) To be free of corporal punishment or cruel and inhumane treatment in schools and other institutions responsible for the care of children.”

However, neither the Constitution nor any other law prohibits corporal punishment by parents and other carers within the home or in non-institutional forms of alternative care. Provisions in the Civil Code (1960) allowing for “light bodily punishment” were repealed but the Revised Family Code (2000) states in paragraph 2 of article 258 (Upbringing of the minor):

“The guardian may take the necessary disciplinary measures for the purpose of ensuring his upbringing.”

Article 576 of the Criminal Code (2005) punishes maltreatment of children but states in paragraph 3:

“The taking, by parents or other persons having similar responsibilities, of a disciplinary measure that does not contravene the law, for the purposes of proper upbringing, is not subject to this provision.”

Research has repeatedly revealed a high prevalence of corporal punishment of children in Ethiopia. For example, in a study of more than 1,800 children and nearly 500 adults in five regions, only 17 children (1.4%) said they had never experienced corporal punishment. Of the 1,223 children who completed a questionnaire, 74.1% said they had been hit with a stick in the home, 73.3% had been hit on the head, 70.3% slapped, 69.1% pinched, 63.7% whipped with a belt, and 53.1% forced to kneel down. The children also reported being physically punished in schools, despite prohibition, with 72% saying they had been hit with a stick, 40.9% with a plastic tube or electric wire, 38.7% whipped with a belt and 77.8% hit on the head.
 A survey of 485 young women aged 18-24 found that 84% had suffered one or more types of violence, most commonly beating with an object (71.1%). Other violence included being punched (59.5%), kicked 43.3%), forced to carry out hard work (28.6%), choked/burned/stabbed (12.4%), having spicy/bitter food put into mouth (10.9%) being locked up (9.7%) and being denied food (8.3%). Girls were found to be most vulnerable to beating with an object when aged 10-13 (59.4%) and to being hit/punched when aged 14-17 (58.4%).

Recommendations to prohibit corporal punishment of children have been made by the Committee on the Rights of the Child,
 the Committee Against Torture
 and during the Universal Periodic Review of Ethiopia in 2009.
 The Government did not support the recommendation made during its Universal Peridioc Review, stating that the Constitution already guarantees a child’s freedom from such punishment.

The Human Rights Committee’s recommendations to Ethiopia
We hope the Human Rights Committee will recommend that Ethiopia should:

· repeal the legal defences for the infliction of corporal punishment on children – article 258(2) of the Revised Family Code and article 576(3) of the Criminal Code – and replace them with explicit prohibition of all forms of corporal punishment in childrearing
· support law reform with appropriate public education and awareness raising and the promotion of positive, non-violent parenting.
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