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IDA recommendations on Ethioipa


International Disability Alliance (IDA)
Member Organisations:

Disabled Peoples' International, Down Syndrome International, Inclusion International, International Federation of Hard of Hearing People,

World Blind Union, World Federation of the Deaf,
World Federation of the DeafBlind,

World Network of Users and Survivors of Psychiatry,

Arab Organization of Disabled People, European Disability Forum,

Red Latinoamericana de Organizaciones no Gubernamentales de Personas con Discapacidad y sus familias (RIADIS), Pacific Disabiilty Forum
Suggestions for disability-relevant recommendations to be included 
in the Concluding Observations

Human Rights Committee 102nd Session (11-29 July 2011)

The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following suggestions for the Concluding Observations, based on references to persons with disabilities to be found in the State Report, List of Issues, and Replies.
ETHIOPIA

Ethiopia ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 7 July 2010.

References to persons with disabilities in the state report, list of issues and replies:
State Report
Election criteria

249.
The Proclamation sets three criteria to exercise the right to vote (to be an elector):

· The person shall be an Ethiopian 
· The person shall be 18 years old or order at the time of registration
· The person shall have resided for six months in the constituency in which he or she wishes to vote
250.
However, a person who: 


· Is proved to be incapable of making a decision due to mental disorder 
· Is serving a term of imprisonment passed by a court of law, or
· Is a person whose electoral rights are restricted by law is not entitled to vote.

List of Issues
18.
Please provide additional information on measures taken to improve the reportedly alarming conditions in prisons and places of detention in the State party. In particular, indicate the measures taken to address: overcrowding; lack of sleeping space, food and water; the absence of adequate medical services and medicines, including for pregnant women, women with dependent infants and inmates with HIV/AIDS; the absence of specialized facilities for inmates with disabilities; poor hygienic and sanitary conditions; co-detention of juvenile and adult offenders and of convicted persons and persons awaiting trial; inadequate protection of juvenile prisoners and children detained with their mothers from violence; inadequate access to education, vocational training and recreational activities, including for juvenile prisoners and children detained with their mothers; restricted contact with family members; and the remote location of prisons? (Initial report, paras. 59-61, 87-90, 94, 99-101, 104) 

Replies to List of Issues
40.
The prison administration facilitates opportunities to provide the inmates with disabilities with equipments that can support their non-functioning body parts. Bedrooms, toilets and dining rooms arranged in a way that is comfortable to inmates with disabilities. Primary opportunities will be given to these inmates for education and training so that they develop self confidence and build their capacity. They will be allowed to take part in development endeavors in accordance with their skills. They will be made stay with other prisoners to advance a good social interaction and boost up self confidence..
47.
…Ethiopian CSOs are formed under the laws of Ethiopia, all of whose members are Ethiopians, generate income from Ethiopia and wholly controlled by Ethiopians; may take part without any restrictions in the advancement of human and democratic rights, promotion of equality of women, promotion of the rights of disabled and children’s rights, and the right to participate in the country’s long term development directions. 
Recommendations from IDA :
· Take measures to ensure the elimination of discrimination of persons with disabilities in the field of employment, both in private and public sectors, and to ensure that workers with disabilities in all forms of employment, including sheltered employment, enjoy rights under fair wage and labour laws on an equal basis with other workers.
· Adopt measures to ensure that all health care and services, provided to persons with disabilities, including all mental health care and services, are based on the free and informed consent of the individual concerned, and that involuntary treatment and confinement are not permitted by law. Ensure that reproductive health services are respectful of the dignity and integrity of persons with disabilities based on the free and informed consent of the individual concerned, and that all non-consensual treatment, including that for which consent is given by a third party, is not permitted by law (including inter alia forced abortions, forced contraception, and forced sterilisation).
· Incorporate into the law the abolition of violent and discriminatory practices against children and adults with disabilities in the medical setting, including deprivation of liberty, the use of restraint and the enforced administration of intrusive and irreversible treatments such as neuroleptic drugs and electroshock, recognized as forms of torture and ill-treatment, in conformity with recommendations of the Special Rapporteur on Torture.
· Reform the law in accordance with Article 16, ICCPR and Article 12 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) to guarantee the equal recognition before the law of persons with disabilities, including the adoption of measures to ensure that having a disability does not directly or indirectly disqualify any person from exercising his or her legal capacity autonomously, and to ensure that persons with disabilities have access to support that they may need to exercise legal capacity on an equal basis with others, respecting the will and preferences of the person concerned.
· Guarantee in the law that persons with disabilities, including those who have been restricted or deprived of their legal capacity, exercise their right to vote and to participate in public affairs on an equal basis with others in accordance with Article 29 of the CRPD which comprises the latest international standards with respect to participation in political and public life.
· Ensure that persons with disabilities, including persons with psychosocial disabilities, detained for reasons of law enforcement and punishment for crimes are treated in compliance with the objectives and principles of the CRPD, including the provision of reasonable accommodation (Article 14(2) CRPD), and are entitled to all the guarantees of international human rights law, including the ICCPR, on an equal basis with other detainees.
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