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The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following suggestions for the list of issues, based on references to persons with disabilities to be found in the State report of Ethiopia. 

ETHIOPIA

State Report
94.
The Council of Ministers Regulation on the Treatment of Federal Prisoners provides for separate accommodation to be provided for persons detained upon judicial remand and for convicted prisoners, to the extent circumstances allow. Most of the prisons in the country are old, though there are initiatives by the federal and some regional governments to build new prisons. Most of the prisons have only little open space, and are in need of repair and renovation. Overcrowding is prevalent and convicted and accused persons detained upon judicial remand share accommodation due to resource constraints on building more accommodation. In some prisons effort is made to provide separate accommodation to prisoners who have mental illnesses. According to the prison survey conducted by the Ethiopian Human Rights Commission, most of the prisons are unable to provide separate accommodation due to the high number of prisoners. The Commission pointed out valuable recommendations that could facilitate the improvement of prison conditions. 

Election criteria

249.
The Proclamation sets three criteria to exercise the right to vote (to be an elector):

· The person shall be an Ethiopian 

· The person shall be 18 years old or older at the time of registration

· The person shall have resided for six months in the constituency in which he or she wishes to vote

250.
However, a person who: 


· Is proved to be incapable of making a decision due to mental disorder 

· Is serving a term of imprisonment passed by a court of law, or

· Is a person whose electoral rights are restricted by law is not entitled to vote.

Suggestions for list of issues

· Please provide information on whether the State intends to ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with disabilities and its Optional Protocol?

· Please indicate what steps are being taken to meet the needs of mentally ill prisoners?

· Could the State provide more information on conditions of prisoners with disabilities, as well as, persons in psychiatric institutions or other institutions.

· What steps are being taken to ensure that disability does not disqualify any person from exercising his or her right to vote on an equal basis with others, in particular by ensuring that persons with disabilities have access to support that they need to enjoy this right?

