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Introduction

The Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization (UNPO) is an international, nonviolent, and democratic membership organization. Its members are indigenous peoples, minorities, and unrecognized or occupied territories who aim to protect and promote their human and cultural rights and to find nonviolent solutions to conflicts which affect them. Issues affecting UNPO members can be firmly intertwined which is why the wide reaching network created by UNPO allows our members to connect with one another to gain powerful support for their causes. 

This report submitted to the Human Rights Committee for consideration in discussion of the country situation in Ethiopia considers the implementation of provisions of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR).  UNPO has supported our member representatives to submit their own information to this mechanism and offer this report in support and to offer a background to the country situation in Ethiopia. 

Background

Ongoing human rights abuses in Ethiopia are a fundamental concern for the UNPO as there are disproportionate impacts directed towards two of our members: the Oromo and the Ogaden people. The Oromo people are the largest national group in Ethiopia, with around 35 million out of a population of 75 million. However, despite this numeric majority they are treated like a minority and often as outcasts in society through harsh discrimination and economic and political marginalization by the Ethiopian government. In a similar fashion, the inhabitants in the Ogaden region of Ethiopia have also been subjected to economic and political discrimination, leading to an appalling standard of living in the region, and a lack of direct political representation.

Substantive Part

The contested federal elections in Ethiopia in 2005 were followed by widespread violence in which 200 people were killed by government special squads, 700 wounded, and about 30,000 others were imprisoned, including leaders and members of opposition political organizations. There was also a resulting crackdown on civil society organizations and human rights groups. The escalated in January 2010 there were widespread arrests and estimated that more than 500 people were detained on 14 and 15 January in Hararge zone alone. This is in direct conflict with Article 9.1 of ICCPR ‘Everyone has the right to liberty and security of person. No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest or detention.’

While the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia's constitution has taken measures to ensure "the right to assemble and demonstrate together with others peaceably and unarmed, and to petition" (Article 30), peaceful protests and the voicing of critical concerns by the Oromo and Ogaden people have been met with overwhelming acts of violence and armed force by the Ethiopian government and military. Numerous protests by Oromo students have been violently repressed. Members of the Oromo political parties, such as the peaceful and democratic Oromo Liberation Front, have received threats, arbitrary arrests and wrongful imprisonments, torture, rape and death by sounding their opposition and drawing attention to the injustices that the Oromos face at the hands of the Ethiopian government. Ogaden's national political party, Ogaden National Liberation Front (ONLF), has also faced political marginalization and similar threats and abuse to their civil and human liberties. In response to the Ogaden people assembling and protesting Ethiopian rule, the region has seen increased influx of Ethiopian  militarized troops. The military forces have been constantly accused of human rights abuses, which they employ to counter "insurgency" activity. The ONLF, on behalf of the people, have accused the government of excess force during Ethiopia's military crackdown that began in 2007. From early 2007 onwards the Ethiopian government not only sharpened its approach towards the ONLF, but generally moved away from aiming for peace by launching a major military crackdown on the region causing much hardship for the people of Ogaden.

Violence and terror have become the preferred method of action by the Ethiopian government in not only silencing opposition, but also in regulating social control. The people of Oromo and Ogaden have routinely been subject to inhuman violence and torture by the hands of the Ethiopian government. Similar to the disregard by the Ethiopian government to honor the right to assembly clause in their constitution, Oromo students are often subjected to torture and inhumane treatment. There are various reports that many Oromo students detained within Ethiopia have suffered serious bodily harm and death by torture or execution, which is a direct violation of Article 15 of the Ethiopian constitution that protects the right to life, and states that ‘no person may be deprived of his life except as a punishment for a serious criminal offense determined by law.’ However despite this domestic protection there have been numerous incidences of extra-judicial killings amongst the Oromo population, particularly students. The inhabitants of Ogaden have also faced torture and degrading treatment for their peaceful protests and activism for greater self determination and representation for their region. Instead of working to achieve peaceful solutions to the situations both in Oromo and Ogaden, the Ethiopian government has instead relied on draconian methods to achieve its will.

The media in Ethiopia is regulated by the vaguely defined Press Proclamation No. 34/1992, which the government officials abuse by intimidating and harassing journalists as well as publishers. Media practitioners in Ethiopia can face charges such as treason and terrorism simply for reporting on politically sensitive events. The Anti-Terrorism Proclamation No. 652/2009 on 7 July 2009 allows scope for the justification of peaceful political activity as a criminal act and grants the police new levels of jurisdiction to make arrests without a warrant. 

In order to achieve rights outlines in the ICCPR for self-determination (Art. 1) and the right of individuals to hold and express their opinions without interference (Art. 19), the Ethiopian government must stop the current practice of suppression of peoples’ ability to express themselves by using violence and terror to silence the Oromo and Ogaden people. Stability and peace can only be achieved when the Ethiopian government allows for equal representation of the Oromo and Ogaden people within the Ethiopian government and grants greater autonomy for the inhabitants in Oromo and Ogaden to manage their natural resources, civil affairs and social welfare. Ethiopia must stand accountable in their actions and adhere to the Covenant’s position on the eradication of torture (Art. 7) and arbitrary arrest in which “all persons deprived of their liberty shall be treated with humanity and with respect for the inherent dignity of the human person” (Art. 10). 

Key Recommendations

· The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia must be required to adhere to Article 1 in the Covenant by granting greater freedom and flexibility for the Oromo and Ogaden people to have greater representation within Ethiopia and in their respective regions.

· The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia must uphold the rights of freedom of expression as stated in the Covenant (Art. 19) and not interfere with the Oromo and Ogaden’s right to freedom of speech. Violence, terror and other abuses to human rights used by the Ethiopian government and military to control and silence Oromo and Ogaden opposition must cease to continue and the government  must uphold the principles of the Covenant by respecting these national groups rights to express their opinions.

· Arbitrary arrests and torture of the Oromo and Ogaden people by the Ethiopian government must cease immediately. In addition, the Ethiopian government must stand accountable for their past and present actions against the Oromo and Ogaden people and adhere to the principles stated in the Covenant. 

· The Ethiopian government should be required to adopt specific legislation regarding racial, ethnic and national discrimination and apply the principles of the Covenant by ensuring equal representation, protection of civil and human rights, and the freedom for self determination for the Oromo and Ogaden people, as well as all other ethnic and national groups within the state. 

Conclusion

The Ethiopian Government can be widely praised for incorporating key international human rights obligations into the Ethiopian Constitution. However the treatment of students from the Oromo region has demonstrated a distinct lack of commitment by the ruling party to respect these rights.  

There have been several reports into the human rights violations that have occurred in Ethiopia by organizations such as Human Rights Watch, the US State Department, Amnesty International, the African Union and The European Union, but none have produced any noticeable change on the practices of the Ethiopian Government. It is clear that the Ethiopian Government has targeted students, suppressing the next generation of Oromo’s with arbitrary detention, inhumane treatment and even extrajudicial killings. 

The overall assessment of the human rights situation in Ethiopia demonstrate that in the areas of civil and political rights enough mechanisms are in place to adequately guarantee the rights of minorities, but that the implementation thereof is severely lacking. The Ethiopian Government is currently acting in contravention to its domestic obligations and international commitments as laid out in the ICCPR.
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