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Annex III


Ethnic Cleansing of Georgians Resulted from Russian Invasion and Occupation since August 8, 2008

Introduction

Since the start of the Russia’s invasion and occupation of Georgia, international community has witnessed unprecedented ethnic cleansing of Georgians in the villages of South Ossetia, in the adjacent villages of the Gori and Kareli Districts, as well as in Kodori Gorge/Upper Abkhazia. 

The Civil Registry Agency of the Ministry of Justice of Georgia by 3 September has registered 125,810 internally displaced persons forced to leave their homes by Russian attacks and bombings, which were followed by widespread looting, deliberate destruction of civilian property, harassment of civilian ethnic Georgian populations in South Ossetia, in adjacent regions, and in Upper Abkhazia.
 The number of IDPs has been increasing due to the ongoing persecution of ethnic Georgians on the Russian controlled territories. Added to the approximately 300,000 IDPs resulting from the conflicts of the 1990s the total number of ethnic Georgians expelled from their homes amounts to approx. 10 per cent of the total population of Georgia; About 42,000 people in Gali district (Abkhazia, Georgia) and few thousands of Georgians in Akhalgori remain under imminent threat of ethnic cleansing.

Before August 2008, the central government of Georgia controlled 21 villages with Georgian population in the so-called “South Ossetia” conflict zone. According to Department of Statistics, the estimated number of population in Tighvi (Frone valley), Kurta (Didi Liakhvi Valley) and Eredvi (Patara Liakhvi valley) municipalities was 14 500 as of 1 of January 2008. The Civil Registry Agency registered 13 260 IDPs from these municipalities by 3rd of September, meaning that absolute majority of Georgians were forced out from their houses.

There were an estimated 1 900 inhabitants in Ajara municipality (Upper Abkhazia) by 1st of January 2008 according to Department of Statistics. The Civil Registry Agency registered 1 218 IDPs from these municipality by 3 September.

The policy of ethnic cleansing orchestrated by the Russian military, acting in concert with separatist militias, now threatens tens of thousands of ethnic Georgians in Gali district of Abkhazia, villages near the districts of Gori and Akhalgori. These territories are currently under Russian control.

Such policies, combined with the August 26 recognition of the separatist regimes by the Russian Federation, now make it impossible for ethnic Georgians to exercise their right to return to their homes. 

Ethnic Cleansing of Georgians in South Ossetia

The Russian army and Ossetian separatist militia deliberately targeted the civilian populations of Georgian villages in the Didi Liakhvi valley, the Patara Liakhvi valley and the Frone valley in South Ossetia.

Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International, and eyewitnesses report mass destruction of Georgian villages in South Ossetia and nearby regions. The policy of destruction and looting civilian property has transformed formerly ethnic Georgian areas into ghost towns.
 Satellite images provided by UNOSAT clearly demonstrate the damage inflicted upon several Georgian villages around the city of Tskhinvali.

The execution of ethnic Georgian men and women has been reported by international organizations, international media, as well as eyewitnesses, including ones rescued from the notorious hostage camp in Tskhinvali. 

Numbers of cases of rape also have been reported (one female victim, a 22-year-old ethnic Georgian, testified of being raped by four militaries while being held in the Tskhinvali hostage camp); 

Elderly villagers who were physically unable to flee the ethnic cleansing have been captured in large numbers and held as hostages (later handed over in exchange for prisoners of war).

Houses owned by ethnic Georgians have been looted and burnt down, following a policy of ethnic cleansing of Georgians that has been “proudly” acknowledged by the separatist leader of South Ossetia, Eduard Kokoity; he declared that the goal of the ethnic cleansing is to purge Georgian enclaves in South Ossetia so as not to allow ethnic Georgians to return to their homes.
 As Human Rights Watch observed, deliberate attempts by the Russian government to exaggerate the number of people killed in the South Ossetia conflict also provoked revenge attacks on Georgian villagers in South Ossetia.
 Chairman of the Supreme Council of South Ossetia Z. Gassiev declared: “Georgians will no more return here – we burned all their houses in the enclaves”.

Ethnic Cleansing of Georgians outside of the South Ossetia Conflict Zone

After Russian and Ossetian troops destroyed Georgian villages within the conflict zone, expelling and killing ethnic Georgians, they extended these brutal activities to nearby Georgian villages in the Gori and Kareli districts; these areas, which were away of the conflict zone, have now been deemed by Russia as being in a so-called “security/buffer zone.” 

On 16 August, Russian army detachments entered Akhalgori district, which was part of the “South Ossetia Autonomous Republic” in Soviet times and where Georgian and Ossetians were living in peace. Russian occupying forces threatened local population of expulsion if they did not accept Russian citizenship and reject their Georgian citizenship. As a result, ethnic Georgians have fled Akhalgori district; many of them are now in Gori IDP camps. Harassment and discrimination of few remaining ethnic Georgians continues in Akghalgori district up to date.  

Ethnic Cleansing of Georgians in Abkhazia/Kodori Gorge

Approximately 42,000 ethnic Georgians in the Gali district of Abkhazia are harassed and threatened to expulsion. They have been deprived of the night to receive education in their native language for many years. Reports received from residents of Gali—which is now isolated from the rest of Georgia due to the closure of the administrative border at the Enguri Bridge—suggest that they are being harassed, attacked, and threatened of expulsion if they do not accept Russian passports. 

There were an estimated 1,900 inhabitants in Ajara municipality (Upper Abkhazia) by 1st of January 2008 according to Department of Statistics. The Civil Registry Agency registered 1,218 IDPs from these municipality by 3 September. 

 Ethnic Cleansing of Georgians Reported by International Organizations 

Numerous international organizations and NGOs have been continuously reporting the ongoing grave human rights violations. The two reports of Human Rights Watch speak about the large-scale systematic attacks on the civilian population of Georgian ethnicity, namely that its researchers had:

“witnessed terrifying scenes of destruction in four villages that used to be populated exclusively by ethnic Georgians. According to the few remaining local residents, South Ossetian militias that were moving along the road looted the Georgian villages and set them on fire…”

The second report concerning the role of Russia with regard to those ‘terrifying  scenes’ says that although ‘Russia is obliged to ensure the safety and well being of civilians in the areas under its de facto control … civilians are clearly not being protected’.

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees ‘expressed concern over reports of new forcible displacement caused by marauding militias north of the Georgian town of Gori near the boundary line with the breakaway region of South Ossetia’.
 According to UNHCR this group of newly displaced persons consisted of:

‘elderly people who had remained in their homes throughout the conflict, but had now been forced to flee by armed groups. The newly displaced said that some had been beaten, harassed and robbed, and that three persons had reportedly been killed. The marauders were reportedly operating in the so called buffer zone established along the boundary line with South Ossetia.’

Speaking in his capacity as OSCE Chairman, the Foreign Minister of Finland, Alexander Stubb, stated that in Gori district he had personally witnessed how ‘Russian emergency troops brought in two lorries full of elderly people’ from ‘southern Ossetia who had been torn away from their homes’.
 His conclusion was unambiguous: they ‘are clearly trying to empty southern Ossetia of Georgians’.

The numerous statements by witnesses also speak of the ethnic based violence mainly aiming to eradicate the presence of the population of ethnic Georgian origin in the occupied territories. As it may be summarized from these statements given by the witnesses from the different locations within the occupied territories, an alternative offered to the ethnic Georgians was clear and very simple: Either to be killed or to leave their homes. They furthermore, indicate the systematic character of looting and burning the houses where from the people were forced to leave. The satellite images attached to this paper also evidence the massive destruction of the Georgian villages.

The policy of ethnic cleansing was also affirmed by the so-called ‘President’ of the de facto authority in South Ossetia, Eduard Kokoity, who in his interview of 15 August 2008 given to the Russian publication Kommersant, on the question ‘[w]ill Georgian civilians be allowed to return?’ gave the following answer: ‘We do not intend to let anybody in here anymore.’

The Economist quoted also a South Ossetian intelligence officer as follows: ‘We burned these houses. We want to make sure that they [the Georgians] can’t come back, because if they do come back, this will be a Georgian enclave again and this should not happen.’

Representatives of U.S.-based Human Rights Watch and Russian group Memorial reported that: “Neither South Ossetia's local government nor the Russian army are providing adequate security for citizens in the breakaway territory after last month's Russia-Georgia war.”

Ongoing Threats of Violence for the Further Implementation of the Policy of Total Ethnic Cleansing

Violence against ethnic Georgians continues and on Sunday September 21, a Georgian police officer was shot dead and two others were wounded near the de facto border with breakaway Abkhazia, the third such incident since the Georgia-Russia war in August.

Considering the policy of the ethnic purification in the occupied territories Amnesty International reported that ‘[t]hose who remained in South Ossetia and in parts of western Georgia where fighting has taken place . . . remain vulnerable to ethnically motivated attacks’.

The very survival of thousands of ethnic Georgians has become precarious as a result of a campaign of sustained and violent discrimination being waged against them. The executors of this ongoing campaign are Russian soldiers and separatist militias under their control. There is furthermore no sign that the Russian Federation and the de facto separatist authorities in South Ossetia and Abkhazia intend to cease this campaign before its objective has been achieved. That objective is the creation of two territories that are cleansed of ethnic Georgians and placed under the authority of separatists controlled by the Russian Federation.

The statements of the victims give further proofs of the ongoing threats of violence. Alyosha Beguluri, who brought his family to the central city of Gori from their mostly ethnic Georgian village in South Ossetia after the war, said he had returned to the village, Koshki, on Friday to check on his home. After dark, Beguluri said, five or six camouflage-clad Ossetians with Kalashnikovs came into his yard and took him away, along with four other ethnic Georgians. He said the Ossetians beat them with their rifle butts and kicked them while leading them to a deserted area. "Then they made us lie down on the ground, again beat us, and poured kerosene over us," he said. "I thought it would be better if they shot us than if they set us on fire," Beguluri said. He said the gunmen told them their village would be torched and the remaining ethnic Georgians driven away or worse. But after keeping them on the ground at gunpoint for 10 or 15 minutes, cursing them, Beguluri said the gunmen told them to stand up one by one and run away. "We got up of course and ran, in different directions, all of us scared." He said he hid in an orchard overnight and took a bus to Gori on Saturday.

Russia’s Control over the de facto Separatist Authorities in South Ossetia and Abkhazia

Although the fact of Russia’s control over the de facto separatist authorities of two Georgian regions does no longer appear as matter of doubt, in relation to the recent events, it still shall be observed that key de facto government officials of those authorities are either current or former Russian military or intelligence officers, are in the employ of the Russian Federation and remain under its direct control. Indeed many of them are concurrently employed by its military and intelligence services, and they control the paramilitary forces that the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees has referred to as ‘marauding militias’.

The statements of the victims give further proofs of the direct implementation of the policy of ethnic cleansing by the Russian troops. Jimsher Babutsadze, a 59 years old inhabitant of the Achebeli village, testified that upon the Russian’s arrival to the village on 10 August 2008, to following conversation took place: “The Russian soldiers then told us, ‘[i]f you are Georgian and want to survive, run away from here’ because we would die if we didn’t leave. He said ‘You see what is happening here. Do you want to die?’”. Ana Datashvili, a 73-year-old resident of the village of Tamarasheni, testifies that ‘Russian soldiers returned to the village, together with Cossacks and Chechens and other North Caucasus bandits’ and ‘began looting and burning Georgian houses on a massive scale’. She recounts a ‘Russian soldier’ who: 

‘started yelling in a loud voice with me but I could not understand what he was saying since I don’t know Russian. Afterwards an Ossetian explained to me in Georgian that the Russian soldier had ordered me to leave the house since they were going to burn it down. I asked them why they [were] doing this, since we were relatives. I explained that I was half Ossetian and that my mother was Ossetian. Despite my explanation, they told me that I was Georgian and had no place with them. They said that Georgians will never live on this land anymore’.

To quote further from her statement, ‘[t]he Russian soldier forced me by physical abuse to leave the house’, whereupon, she recounts, an Ossetian soldier ‘threw an object resembling a bomb on the first floor of my house, setting the house ablaze’.

There are a huge number of statements by other witnesses containing the testimony of a similar nature.

 International Litigation Initiated by Georgia against Russian Federation

The International Court of Justice

Georgia strongly believes that there is a dispute with the Russian Federation that should be resolved in accordance with international law. Therefore, on 12 August, 2008, Georgia instituted proceedings before the International Court of Justice (ICJ) against the Russian Federation under the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination. Georgia requests the ICJ to establish that the Russian Federation, through its State organs, State agents, and other persons and entities exercising governmental authority, and through the South Ossetian and Abkhaz separatist forces and other agents acting on the instructions of, and under the direction and control of the Russian Federation, is responsible for serious violations of its fundamental obligations under the Convention, including Articles 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6. These violations under the Convention were committed during three distinct phases of Russia’s interventions in South Ossetia and Abkhazia in the period from 1990 to August 2008.

On 13 August 2008 Georgia availed itself to the right provided under the Rules of Court requested provisional measures to be indicated to the Russian Federation in order to stop the ongoing discrimination of ethnic Georgians in the territories under Russian control. 

The European Court of Human Rights

On 11 August 2008, while Russian forces were heading to the Capital, Georgia applied to the European Court of Human Rights with a request for interim to the effect that the Russian Government should refrain from taking any measures which may threaten the life or state of health of the civilian population and to allow the Georgian emergency forces to carry out all the necessary measures in order to provide assistance to the remaining injured civilian population and soldiers via humanitarian corridor.

On 12 August 2008 the President of the Court, acting as President of Chamber, decided to apply Rule 39 of the Rules of Court (interim measures) considering that the current situation gives rise to a real and continuing risk of serious violations of the Convention. The interim measures were prolonged already twice by the Court on 26 August and 16 September respectively.

The Ministry of Justice is working on the inter-state Application that will be submitted to the European Court of Human Rights in due course.

Recent Developments 

Based on the information of the Civil Registry Agency of the Ministry of Justice of Georgia, which is responsible for the registration of IDPs, approximately 20.000 Georgians are still refused to return to their homes in South Ossetia, adjacent villages and Kodori Gorge of Upper Abkhazia. Those that have returned live in constant fear and violence due to the fragile security situation in the Russian proclaimed buffer zone and/or the territories still under the Russian and Ossetian control. 

Deliberate and targeted destruction of property left behind in the Georgian villages in South Ossetia continues. This policy of mass destruction of villages demonstrates intention to render the displacement of ethnic Georgians permanent. The continued destruction was documented by the representatives of United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). The report of 16-20 September 2008 notes that “In these particular villages, the mission could not locate a single house which had only been partially destroyed and would be considered as fit for habitation. According to the information provided to the mission, these villages had previously been inhabited by ethnic Georgians and controlled by Georgian forces. The UNOSAT images of the villages north of Tskhinvali taken on 19 August appear now to be only partial reflection of the current extent of property damage there.”

The same report of the OCHA documented the burning of houses to take place even in September, 2008 by noting that “[t]he village of Avnevi in the Frone valley to the west of Tskhinvali also showed little sign of life, as all buildings appeared to have been burned. In Avnevi, the mission observed smoke rising from one ruin on 18 September, 2008, making it unlikely that it had been burned during the August conflict.”

Human Rights Watch in its report on September 16, 2008, reveals the new evidence of recent torching of homes in the village of Disevi, located east to Tskhinvali.
 As stated by Human Rights Watch in its letter of October 10, 2008 “based on our on-the-ground research, the homes in these villages were systematically looted and torched in August and September; some were completely bulldozed.
  

Much the same information was reported by the Russian NGO ‘Memorial’ that carried out the fact finding mission on 12-23 October, 2008 in South Ossetia. According to their statements on October 17, 2008, they saw cars with Ossetian number plates in the village of Koshki (adjacent to Disevi) and witnessed taking of goods from the partially burnt down school.
 

The new wave of torching houses reached the neighboring ethnically Georgian villages of Zardiaantkari and Gugutiaantkari in October. 

Situation in the village of Perevi – Sachkhere District

Perevi is a village of approximately 1000 ethnic Georgians located in Sachkhere District bordering the Java Dsitrict of South Ossetia. Russian military has an illegal military checkpoint there. Ossetians are allowed to come to the village, to appear with Russian forces at the checkpoint and harass local population. People in Perevi are facing the threat of joining other IDPs expelled due to the Russian invasion and occupation of Georgia. 

The situation of 1000 ethnic Georgians was further exacerbated on November 8, 2008 when the group of South Ossetian illegal armed forces entered the village and took control of it thus creating a clear threat of ethnic violence. The Government of Georgia, local administration as well as the EU observers clearly noticed the well applied tactics of the Russian forces – to let the Ossetian irregular forces and militias attack Georgian population, loot and abuse them. Soon after the deployment of Ossetian militias, Russian soldiers and Ossetian separatists started to terrorize local population by raiding the village by tanks, taking the cattle and blocking the roads. The EU Monitoring Mission was alarmed by the mentioned development and expressed its “concern about the situation at the Russian checkpoint near Perevei.” The same report continues: “Russian forces in South Ossetia have persistently refused to dismantle this checkpoint, in spite of the fact that it is clearly located to the west of the administrative boundary line of South Ossetia. Evidence on the ground seems moreover to suggest that Russian military forces will be replaced by forces of the South Ossetian de facto authorities. This would further exacerbate tensions in the detriment of the civilian population in and around the village of Perevi.” 
 

EU Monitoring Mission was denied access to the village and on November 16, 2008 it realized a statement noting that “the installation last weekend of South Ossetian forces was exacerbating tensions causing many people to leave the village during the past week”.

Situation in the Russian proclaimed “buffer zone”/”security zone”

Although Russian forces have withdrawn from most of the proclaimed “buffer zone” i.e. the territory adjacent to the administrative border of South Ossetia, the security situation there remains unstable. Discriminatory attacks by Ossetian militias against ethnic Georgians and their property is systematic that in turn creates obstacles for the return of population. According to the Human Rights Watch “the so-called ‘security zone’ is anything but safe – it is a no-man’s land, and people there desperately need protection ... 

Attacks and looting of local population in the “buffer zone” is systematic. South Ossetian militias and Russian soldiers take harvest, personal belongings and household items from ethnic Georgians.

Akhalgori

Situation of ethnic Georgians in Akhalgori remains to be extremely warring. At this stage, the Civil Registry Agency at the Ministry of Justice of Georgia reported to have registered 5368 IDPs from Akhalgori. 

Military commander of the Russian troops in South Ossetia, Colonel A. V. Tarasov in his conversation with the representatives of Russian NGO “Memorial” did not hide that there was in fact the desire among the South Ossetian troops to expel ethnic Georgians from the region.
 

The local administration was changed by the Russian citizens from North Ossetia under the control of the military commander deployed there. All ethnic Georgians who occupied office at the local level have been fired. It is through these new ‘officials’ that the policy of oppression of ethnic Georgians is carried out. As with other parts under Russian Occupation, Akhalgori remains isolated from the rest of Georgia. 

Ethnically motivated attacks against ethnic Georgians have systematic nature. Ossetian forces and Russian soldiers have a free hand in abusing people, especially in the villages and  of Alevi, Ikoti and Khanchaveti. 

Looting and robbery is carried out in a well-planned manner in cooperation with the newly appointed ‘officials’. According to the statement of the inhabitant of Ikoti village, the new head of Ossetian created Police Department in Akhalgori District - Ilo Khubulovi supports Ossetian forces in abusing and robbing Georgians - “Robbed things are kept in the building that is located in front of the police department office.”

Georgian Schools have been the primary object of attack by the separatist forces. Discriminatory attacks are carried out in line with the well-prepared plan with the aim to dismantle Georgian schools and prohibit teaching in Georgian. On October 25, Ossetian gunmen entered the Georgian school in Akhalgori. They destroyed the furniture in the classrooms and physically abused teachers and children. Georgian Public School No. 1 in Akhalgori was also subjected to attacks and looting. In Akhalgori Public School No. 3 it was prohibited to teach in Georgian and the education process is carried out only in Russian language.

Akhalgori remains isolated from the rest of Georgia. Only local residents are allowed to cross the administrative border. However, there are already reports that the border will be closed soon that makes the remaining ethnic Georgian population to leave their homes out of fear of isolation.
 

Gali District of Abkhazia

Around 42, 000 ethnic Georgians in Gali district of Abkhazia constitute the last impediment to the creation of ethnically homogenous territory under Russian Control. Since the conflict in August 2008, the Russian forces and separatists under their control have closed all the possible connections between Gali and the rest of Georgia and further intensified the oppressive measures against ethnic Georgians. This include, burning and destroying of bridges, mining of the administrative border, killings, kidnapping and arbitrary detention, robbery, frequent punitive raids under the pretext of security, burning of Georgian books and disrupting learning process in Georgian schools, etc.

The Gali Georgian population is prohibited from crossing the administrative border without permission and incurs severe sanctions if they are arrested on such accusations. The sum for entering Abkhazia has gone up in recent period as well, making it harder to travel to the territory controlled by Georgian government that is the only place for locals to go to shop or hospital.

In order to render the freedom of movement practically impossible from other routes, the Russian military and separatist forces have destroyed all the bridges on Enguri River that used to connect Gali District with the rest of Georgia. 

The mentioned restrictions should be seen in the light of importance for ethnic Georgians to communicate with the rest of Georgia. The adjacent district of Zugdidi is the only place to sell the harvest and survive in tense economic situation. Apart from this, they are unable to get even the basic medical treatment in Gali and are forced to go to Zugdidi hospital. In sum, the population of Gali is fully dependant on the adjacent regions of Georgia and cutting off the possibility to freely move amounts to rendering them without the means for survival.

Apparently with this aim, the Russian forces have resorted to large-scale mining of bordering territories. Mines are being planted along the whole administrative border and especially around the river fords that are used by local population to cross the river Enguri. 

Forced ‘passportization’

Abkhaz separatists have further intensified the policy of forcing ethnic Georgians to give up Georgian nationality and acquire Russian passports. "To have a huge district populated with non-citizens, that's a problem," said de facto Deputy Foreign Minister Maxim Gunjia. "It is in our interest that they become citizens" of Abkhazia.
 

Kodori Gorge of Upper Abkhazia

The Civil Registry Agency at the Ministry of Justice of Georgia has registered 1925 IDPs from Kodori Gorge of Upper Abkhazia who were forced to flee as a result of Russian attacks on the region. The whole population is still denied their right to return and remain in a total limbo.  The Russian forces and separatist armed units have destroyed most of the administrative buildings and the houses of ethnic Georgians. 
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