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Introduction

In this submission, the Jerusalem Legal Aid and Human Rights Center (JLAC) provides information on Israel's violations of the ICCPR with relation to detaining and the inhumane, cruel, and gruesome treatment of war victim bodies, house demolitions, destruction of agricultural facilities, unjust freedom of movement, and gender discrimination based on race, nationality, and religion towards marriage rights. Such international crimes, under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), violates Articles 6 (Right to Life), 9 (Prohibition of Arbitrary Detention), and 12 (Freedom of Movement). 
Fair Trial, Israel’s Cemetery of Numbers and Morgue Refrigerators, Palestinian Counter-Terrorism, House Demolition and Freedom of Movement and Mobility Cases, The Israeli Civil Administration, Operation “Cast Lead”, Palestinian Prisoners Detained in Israeli Prison, Israel’s Educational System towards Palestinian Students, The Right to Life, and Israel’s “Necessity of Defence”,

Israel’s Cemetery of Numbers and Morgue Refrigerators

Summary: Israel’s detaintion of Palestinian and Arab war victims’ bodies in mass graves and cemeteries known as the “Cemetery of Numbers” as well as morgue refrigerators, where some casualties have been detained for the past 40 years, is a violation of the 1949 Geneva Conventions and International Humanitarian Law.

The Jerusalem Legal Aid and Human Rights Center is immensely concerned about Israel’s cruel and gruesome treatment of their war victims and casualties buried in mass graves and cemeteries known as the “Cemetery of Numbers” and morgue refrigerators, where some have been detained for the past 40 years. This also includes gruesome treatment of the dead in violation of the 1949 Geneva Conventions, specifically Article 17 of the First Geneva Convention, Article 120 of the Third Geneva Convention, and Article 130 of the Fourth Geneva Convention.

The Israeli government withholds unknown numbers of Palestinian and Arab war victims and casualties, killed throughout the years of struggle, confrontation, and opposition. For this purpose, the Israeli Authorities created, in addition to morgues, cemeteries known as the "Cemetery of Numbers". Only four of them have been identified to date.

These secret cemeteries are formed with bare graves surrounded by stones, a mere metal plate with an identification number in replacement of a name, and figures on top of each grave. Grave stones are non-existent. Files, which are organized to each number and contains personal information of the buried victim, have been kept secret by the Israeli Army.

In the last few years, Israeli and international investigative journalists have found evidence of the existence of four such cemeteries:

01. A cemetery located near the Banat Yacoub Bridge in a military area bordering Israel, Lebanon, and Syria. Allegedly it contains approximately 500 graves of Palestinians and Lebanese killed since 1982, and where Israel released 199 bodies in July 2008 during a political exchange with Hezbollah.

02. A cemetery located in a closed military area between Jericho and Adam Bridge on the Jordan River. It is surrounded by a wall with an iron gate and a billboard inscribed "A Cemetery for the Dead of the Enemy". It contains more than one hundred graves bearing numbers from 5003 to 5107. It is unknown whether they are serial numbers assigned to individuals or, as Israel claims, administrative codes unrelated to the real number of buried bodies.

03. The Cemetery of Refedeem in the Jordan Valley. Details unavailable.

04. The Cemetery of Shuheitar, located near Wadi Al Hamam, a village north of Galilee between Mount Ariel and the Lake of Galilee. Most of the bodies in this cemetery belong to war victims killed in the Jordan Valley Battles between the years 1965 and 1975. In the north side of the cemetery, 30 graves are divided between two rows, while the remaining 20 are situated in the central area. Shamefully, these graves are sandy and shallow, which when exposed to rain, allows bodies to be vulnerable effortlessly dragged by stray animals.

Furthermore, Israeli policies and practices against the Palestinians are not only confined to the living, but extends to the dead. These practices undertake various cases, such as torturing corpses for committed acts in life, a means of collective punishment on their families, a bargaining method in political negotiations, and prisoner exchange deals.

In contradiction with the verdict of the Israeli Supreme Court on respecting the deceased, the Israeli Forces have failed to abide by these decisions. In the words of Menahem Alon, a Judge of the Israeli Supreme Court:

"Human dignity is not a privilege for the living. This essential value equally applies to human beings after death. This basic right conveys respect to the dead, their families, and to the public in general".

Judge Aaron Barack, the Chairman of the Israeli Supreme Court, expressed the same view in a written statement:

"Human dignity is not exclusively reserved for living persons. It goes beyond life and applies to the relatives of the dead. Dignity is expressed partially by facilitating a grave with a gravestone, visiting cemeteries on certain occasions, and taking care of those graves. The relation between the living and the dead, although sometimes illogical, makes us become better human beings and to express the yearning of our souls. It is the hand that reaches out from the living to the dead and the external expression of the internal relation between generations".

Violations of International Humanitarian Law and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights:

Israel’s detaintion of Palestinian and Arab war victims’ bodies in such mass graves and cemeteries, and morgue refrigerators are violations of International Humanitarian Law and the 1949 Geneva Convention, specifically Article 17 of the First Geneva Convention, Article 120 of the Third Geneva Convention, and Article 130 of the Geneva Convention, which was signed by Israel, clearly specifies the criteria for treating the bodies of their enemies.
Furthermore, such violations contravene with Articles 6 and 9 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, where Article 6 (Right to Life) states:

01. “Every human being has the inherent right to life. This right shall be protected by law. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived for his life”.
02. “In countries which have not abolished the death penalty, sentence of death may be imposed only for the most serious crimes in accordance with the law in force at the time of the commission of the crime and not contrary to the provisions of the present Covenant and to the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. This penalty can only be carried out pursuant to a final judgement rendered by a competent court”.

In addition, Article 9 (Prohibition of Arbitrary Detention) thoroughly details the enactment of abuses and specifically explains Israel’s violations in detaining and committing inhumane, cruel, and gruesome treatments on war victim bodies, where its states:

01. “Everyone has the right to liberty and security of person. No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest or detention. No one shall be deprived of his liberty except on such grounds and in accordance with such procedure as are established by law”.

02. “Anyone who is arrested shall be informed, at the time of arrest, of the reasons for his arrest and shall be promptly informed of any changes against him”.

03. “Anyone arrested or detained on a criminal charge shall be brought promptly before a judge or other officer authorized by law to exercise judicial power and shall be entitled to trial within a reasonable time or to release. It shall not be the general rule that persons awaiting trial shall be detained in custody, but release may be subject to guarantees to appear for trial, at any other stage of the judicial proceedings, and, should occasion arise, for execution of the judgement”.

04. “Anyone who is derived of his liberty by arrest or detention shall be entitled to take proceedings before a court, in order that that court may decide without delay on the lawfulness of his detention and order his release if the detention is not lawful”.

05. “Anyone who has been the victim of unlawful arrest or detention shall have an enforceable right to compensation”. 

Israeli Policy – Evasion and Vagueness:

Although bound by contractual legal obligations under International Humanitarian Law, Israel's policy continues to violate all of its legal commitments. Several reports on the "Cemetery of Numbers" reveal that inappropriate and disrespectful actions are practiced on human bodies. Corpses are often buried as shallow as 50 centimeters below the surface, which makes them vulnerable to be uncovered by rainfall or dragged by stray animals. This problem has occurred from 1967 until 1994, when the Israeli Authorities began to bury the deceased into wooden coffins.

Until today, the Israeli Authorities still do not have a clear and consistent policy towards this issue. Occasionally, they return bodies back to the Palestinian Authority, and in other occasions, the deceased are kept with no provision of information or explanation to their families. Consequently, the exact number of withheld bodies becomes difficult to estimate. In some cases, the matter is decided by the intervention of a local mediator, who is either a member of the Knesset or an international organization. As a result, Palestinian public demonstrations may impact a positive finalization of the case.

House Demolitions, Agricultural Facilities, Forced Displacements, and Freedom of Movement and Mobility Cases

Summary: At the end of the Jerusalem Legal Aid and Human Rights Center’s 2008 fiscal year, the Center adopted 262 house demolitions, agricultural facilities, and forced displacements, and 176 freedom of movement and mobility cases. Such cases provide significant information on Israel’s procedures and processes in “authenticating” their rights in committing such illegal actions.

The Jerusalem Legal Aid and Human Rights Center is concerned with Israel’s procedures, processes, and procedures in the “authentication” in committing illegal actions towards house demolitions, agricultural facility destructions, and illegal forced displacements, violating various international laws and the 1949 Geneva Conventions.

House Demolitions, Agricultural Facilities, and Forced Displacements:
Israel continuously demolishes thousands of Palestinian houses and agricultural facilities, and force hundreds of Palestinians to be displaced. From the beginning of 2000 until September 2007, the Israeli Civil Administration has issued 4,820 building demolition orders in Area C, which averages 714 demolitions orders per year
. Even though building owners undertook various procedures and processes to prevent demolitions, which includes numerous submitted petitions to the High Court of Justice (HCJ), 1,626 buildings were demolished in Area C during the same year period, averaging 240 buildings per year
. 

From the beginning of the 1967 War, Israel has claimed that the eastern terrains of the West Bank is a “Closed Military Area”, and subjected it to special regulations towards housing and land utilization, where unjust, harmful, and restrictive laws were imposed on Palestinian localities of the area. Such laws were used and manipulated as a form of Israeli aggressions such as restricting residential movements, imposing closures, and hassling Palestinian farmers when moving agricultural products to other areas of the West Bank, resulting in damaged crop products from being delayed at the checkpoints. A good example would be an incident that occurred on June 2007, where the Inspection Subcommittee of the Civil Administration issued a demolition order on a tent built by the Red Cross in the Qawawis village located in the southern Hebron mountains, after the demolition of their home by the Israeli Authorities.
 In the Committee’s decision to demolish the tent noted that “insofar as the case involves construction [the Red Cross] is irrelevant”.
 Furthermore, it is imperative to mention that the Israeli Authorities’ restrictive planning and enforcement policy, despite that it prevents new Palestinian constructions to occur, inflicts additional and severe consequences such as high level residential congestions, as in the case when a family expands but not permitted to enlarge their homes, and when families are forced to leave their villages and reside in other various Palestinian communities in Areas A and B.

These actions result in a breach of Article 6 of the ICCPR (the right to life) by creating living conditions in which this right cannot be guaranteed as well as severely diminishing the quality of life. The practice of forced displacement is a direct violation of Article 12 of the ICCPR.
This in parallel to Israel’s violations of numerous international laws such as Article 11 (1) of the International Covenant on Economic, Social, Cultural Rights, Article 5 of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (1965), Articles 17 and 25 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Articles 47, 53, and 147 of the Fourth Geneva Convention, Section II of Article 23 and Section III of Article 46 of the Hague Regulations 1907, and Chapter 7.6 of Agenda 21 (UNCED, 1992).

Violations of International Law:

01. Article 11 (1) of the International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights states: “The State Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to an adequate standard of living for himself and his family, including adequate food, clothing and housing, and to the continuous improvement of living conditions”.

02. Article 5 of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (1965) states: “‘States’ Parties undertake to prohibit and eliminate racial discrimination in all of its forms and to guarantee the right of everyone, without distinction as to race, color, or national or ethnic origin, to equality before the law, notably in the enjoyment of the following rights: … (e) in particular … (iii) the right to housing”.

03. Articles 17 and 25 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states: (Article 17) 01. “Everyone has the right to own property alone as well as in association with others”, 02. “No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property”. (Article 25) “Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of himself and of his family, including food, clothing, housing and medical care, and necessary social services, and the right to security in the event of unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, old age or lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond his control”.

04. Articles 47, 53, and 147 of the Fourth Geneva Convention states: (Article 47) “Protected persons who are in occupied territory shall not be deprived, in any case or in any manner whatsoever, of the benefits of the present Convention by any change introduced as the result of the occupation of a territory, into the institutions or government of the said territory, nor by any agreement concluded between the authorities of the occupied territory and the Occupying power, nor by any annexation by the latter of the whole or part of the occupied territory”. (Article 53) “Any destruction by the Occupying Power of real or personal property belonging individually or collectively to private persons, or to the State, or to other public authorities, or to social or cooperative organizations, is prohibited, except where such destruction is rendered absolutely necessary by military operations”. (Article 147) “Grave breaches to the which the preceding Article relates shall be those involving any of the following acts … extensive destruction and appropriation of property, not justified by military necessity and carried out unlawfully and wantonly”.

05. Sections II and III of Articles 23 and 46 respectively of the Hague Regulations 1907 states: (Section II of Article of 23) “It is especially forbidden- to destroy or seize the enemy’s property, unless such destruction or seizure be imperatively demanded by the necessities of war”. (Section III of Article 46) “Family honor and rights, the lives of persons, and private property, as well as religious convictions and practice must be respected. Private property cannot be confiscated”.

06. Chapter 7.6 of Agenda 21 (UNCED, 1992) states: “Access to safe and healthy shelter is essential to a person’s physical, psychological, social and economic well being and should be a fundamental part of national and international action. The right to adequate housing as a basic human right is enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. Despite this, it is estimated that at the present time, at least one billion people do not have access to safe and healthy shelter and that if appropriate action is not taken, this number will increase dramatically by the end of the century and beyond”.

Freedom of Movement and Mobility:

Until today, Israel restricts and prevents freedom of movement of Palestinian workers, students, traders, and humanitarian cases to Israel. In addition, applied Israeli policies restrict and prevent the movement of Palestinians internally and externally, and have been utilized as a large scale collective punishment since the 1967 War on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. At the end of the Jerusalem Legal Aid and Human Rights Center’s 2008 fiscal year, it adopted 176 freedom of movement and mobility cases.

Internal Restrictions:

Permits to Enter Israel

During the past three years, the Israeli government launched a new policy related to freedom of movement, specifically domains related to entry permits and mobility to Israel from the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. This policy has lead to preventions and restrictions for Palestinians entering Israel, and a separation between the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, even though conventions have stated that they are geographically united.

Before Israel’s Operation “Cast Lead” on the Gaza Strip and Hamas’ coup and military takeover, Israel permitted few Palestinians to travel between the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, and to enter Israel under so-called "humanitarian cases".

After the Israeli military aggression on the Gaza Strip, movement restrictions were imposed on all Palestinians, except for those who obtained permission from the Israeli Military Commander, and in coordination with the Palestinian Liaison Office to travel between the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. Individuals that do not obtain such permissions are not granted the right to object or apply for petitions to the Israeli Judicial Consultant.

In addition, the Israeli Supreme Court ratified the government’s policy, and confirmed the prohibition on students from Gaza travelling to the West Bank to continue their studies in Palestinian universities. Simultaneously, the Israeli Military Commander from the Israeli Civil Administration issued new instructions related to the West Bank populations' entry to Israel.

According to these instructions, human rights organizations and prosecutors are prohibited from lodging an appeal or application on behalf of any individual, and are not granted the right to monitor the Military Authorities’ decision. Therefore, individuals intending to enter Israel are required to apply to the Israeli Civil Administration submitting additional documents and using special forms sent by the Judicial Consultant in Beit El to attorneys, prosecutors, and human rights organizations, to justify individuals’ entry into Israel. If the request is rejected for the second time, it is considered a final rejection without the possibility to appeal legally.

This results in the following:

01. Leaving the decision to the Security Authorities on submitted applications and second rejections contradicts and breaches the international rules of litigation.

02. Deprives Palestinians of the right to appeal against and raise objections to their prohibition on entering Israel, and the Israeli Military Commander's claims.

03. Restricts movements of thousands of students, workers, and patients from access to their work, universities, and medical treatments.

External Restrictions:

According to the latest Israeli military instructions that are imposed on Palestinians against their right to travel and return to their home country, and where the Israeli Authorities consider all borders under Israeli control, even though the sole route for Palestinians out of the Occupying Territories are via Jordan (Allenby Bridge) or Egypt for Gazans, previously, from JLAC’s experience, a slight number of Palestinians were permitted to travel, where nearly 85% of the cases that were adopted by JLAC during the past three years resulted in positive replies. This concludes that banning decisions are illegal and where the objector is permitted to travel. Yet however, such new procedures assume that Palestinians are banned from travelling unless they use a new form issued by the Judicial Consultant, and where it takes two months to receive a final decision in determining their entry to Israel. This includes that there will be no alternative means for appeal, except through the Israeli Supreme Court, which will issue a final rejection under the condition of a confidential security file against the plaintiff.

In case the Judicial Consultant ratified the banning decision, the citizen can lodge a petition to the Israeli Supreme Court against that decision.

Nearly 90% of cases that lodged petitions to the Israeli Supreme Court, received a negative reply, and where the Supreme Court ratified the banning decision according to a confidential file in which neither the citizen nor the prosecutor are aware of its contents. As a result, the citizen will be banned from travelling for several years.

At the beginning of March 2008, the Israeli Civil Administration issued new instructions specifying the objection procedures on travelling bans.

The instructions specify the following:

01. Citizens who intend to check their legal positions on travelling, has to refer to the Civil Administration and submit a special application. The Civil Administration will then respond to his/her application within six weeks, knowing that a citizen can respond to such matters within two hours.

02. In case of being banned from travelling, citizens must apply a solicitation using a special form by the Civil Administration. In return, the latter will reply within six weeks.

03. If the Civil Administration refused the solicitation, citizens will be banned from travelling for several years. In all cases, the Civil Administration does not deal with objections applied by prosecutors and human rights organizations.

These restrictions on the freedom of movement of Palestinians are a clear violation of Article 12 of the ICCPR. It is not clear that these measures are necessary “to protect national security, pubic order, public health or morals or the rights and freedoms of others” (Article 12.3). In so far as the Israeli State considers these restrictions are legitimate under the exceptions allowed in Article 12.3, it must justify this position and the actions taken as well as committing to a regular external review if the continuing necessity of these restrictions and guaranteeing the right to appeal on decisions limiting an individual's freedom of movement.

Violations under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights:
Under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights Israel’s continuous house demolitions, destruction of agricultural facilities, unjust forced displacements, and restrictions and preventions of freedom of movement to Israel for employment, business, health and medical treatments, and humanitarian cases violated Articles 6 (Right to Life) and 12 (Freedom of Movement) respectively, where Article 6 states:
01. “Every human being has the inherent right to life. This right shall be protected by law. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived for his life”.

02. “In countries which have not abolished the death penalty, sentence of death may be imposed only for the most serious crimes in accordance with the law in force at the time of the commission of the crime and not contrary to the provisions of the present Covenant and to the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. This penalty can only be carried out pursuant to a final judgement rendered by a competent court”.

In addition, Article 12, focusing on freedom of movement, states:

01. “Everyone lawfully within the territory of a State shall, within that territory, has the right to liberty of movement and freedom to choose his residence.

02. “Everyone shall be free to leave any country, including his own.
03. “The above-mentioned rights shall not be subject to any restrictions except those which are provided by law, are necessary to protect national security, public order (ordre public), public health or morals or the rights and freedoms of others, and are consistent with the other rights recognized in the present Covenant”.
04. “No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of the right to enter his own country”.  
Gender Discrimination based on Race, Nationality, and Religion towards Marriage Rights

Summary: Jerusalemite families and their children are deprived from their social, economic, political, residency, and civil rights, derived from the Israeli Knesset’s ratification of the "Nationality and Entry to Israel Law" of 2003. It is a temporary law, which is extended in an inconsecutive time manner. Until 2005, this law was extended three times, and where the Israeli Knesset adjusted this temporary law an additional four times.

JLAC is concerned with Israel’s discriminatory laws towards Palestinian Jerusalemite families which includes family reunifications, the Temporary Law, and residency rights in Jerusalem.

Family Reunification:

Family reunifications are issued through reunification applications and conditioned by security checks, which includes the applicant’s extended families, whose application is inspected by the Israeli General Intelligence. Thus, if any member of the extended family obtains security reservations, the reunification will be declined. We can say that these procedures form a new obligation on Palestinian marriage issues and procedures, where firstly, Palestinian spouses inquire about their ID forms, in order to determine the complexities of their married life. Secondly, in one of the procedures, the spouses’ age should be 25 for females and 35 for males, and where if they decided not to live together after marriage, this will be considered a de facto separation, creating broken families. Lastly, if the father is residing in the West Bank and the mother in Jerusalem, the children are given full custody to reside with the mother in Jerusalem. Such are laws are designed to segregate Palestinian families, an inhumane treatment to Jerusalemite families, leading to minimize the number of Jerusalemite residents based on the last amendment, obligating spouses to be at a specific age to submit reunification applications, where it is 35 years of age for males and 25 years for females. In conclusion, such laws restrict marriages between Jerusalemites families and other parts of the West Bank, and obscure men and women’s lives based on their age and for specific discriminatory reasons towards West Bank families.

Temporary Law and Residency Right in Jerusalem:

The “Nationality and Entry to Israel Law”, allows Palestinian spouses, who are married to spouses with Israeli identities to obtain permanent residency for a duration of one year. In addition, the father and/or mother obtaining Israeli identities can issue permanent residencies for their children, categorized under "reunification” purposes. On 12/5/2002, the Israeli Authorities issued a decision No. 13/8 to prevent the submission of new reunification applications. Submission of reunification transactions before that date is accepted, obtained permanent residency for six months, and can be renewed without obtaining any form of identity, or social or economic rights. On 6/3/2003, the Israeli Knesset issued the Temporary Law – the ("Nationality and Entry to Israel Law"), and affirmed the government’s decision No. 13/8 in ratifying the Law and to be issued as a basic rule to prevent reunifications for Palestinian spouses. On contrary, it also permits them to obtain entry permits for six months.

This Law was submitted to the Israeli Supreme Court of Justice (Constitutional Court), claiming that it will affect basic human rights. In accordance to this, the Court was asked to declare that this Law is unconstitutional and contrasts the fundamental principles of human rights under International Law. On 14/5/2006, (the 58th Anniversary of Al Nakba) the Israeli Supreme Court of Justice ratified the execution of this racist Law.

The Affect of the Temporary Law on Jerusalemite Life:

The Temporary Law provides negative impacts on reunification applications as mentioned below:

01. Individuals, who obtain reunification approvals before the government’s decision, will be able to extend their reunification permits without obtaining permanent residencies.

02. Individuals, who submitted reunification applications before the government’s decision and were declined, will obtain temporary entry permits to Israel without obtaining any form of social or economic rights.

03. According to the new applications after the ratification of the Temporary Law, requirements to apply for an entry permit to Israel without social or economic rights, husbands must be over 35 years of age and wives must be over 25 years of age.

04. For children who are over 18 years of age, are not allowed to apply for reunification applications, yet between the ages of 14 and 18 years, can obtain entry permits without obtaining social or economic rights. For children under the of 12 years, can obtain entry permits for only two years, where the Israeli Ministry of Interior will examine and determine the possibility of granting them reunifications with their families.

These measures are not only discriminatory, but also a clear breach of the right to family life and the duty of the state and society to protect the family under Article 23 of the ICCPR.
Recommendations towards Israel’s Policies, Procedures, and Laws:

The critical issue that Israel should immediately commence in taking actions towards are firstly in the recovery of Palestinian and Arab victims’ bodies detained in Israel’s Cemetery of Numbers and morgue refrigerators to families and loved ones in order for decent burials are conducted in accordance to religious rites, national traditions, and international laws. Secondly, Israel should abide by international laws in preserving and respecting residential houses, agricultural facilities, and in the prevention of forced displacements. This also includes left restrictions on Palestinians’ movement allowing freedom of movement for personnel and goods, declaring the Occupying Palestinian Territories as one legal entity. Lastly, Israel’s “Nationality and Entry to Israel Law” should be taken under a fully thorough and detailed examination and review on the reasons and purposes of its creation and on its derivation.


















































































































































































The Jerusalem Legal Aid and Human Rights Center (JLAC) The Jerusalem Legal Aid and Human Rights Center is one of the oldest human rights organizations in Palestine. JLAC was established in 1974 by the American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) – formerly known as the Quaker Service Information and Legal Aid Center. During 1993, JLAC appointed a local Board of Directors as a preliminary step to its independence. In 1997, JLAC became a Palestinian non-governmental and non-profit organization, administered by a local Board of Trustees. Since its foundation, JLAC played an important role in the OPT, providing pro-bono legal aids and consultancies for Palestinians, aiding them to confront Israel. After the establishment of the Palestinian National Authority, JLAC developed a public interest program to protect human rights in the Sovereign State of Palestine.
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