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About WCLAC

The Women’s Centre for Legal Aid and Counselling (WCLAC) was established by a small group of women in Jerusalem in 1991 as a Palestinian, independent, non-governmental, non-profit organisation. The Women’s Centre for Legal Aid and Counselling aims to address the causes and consequences of gender-based violence within the community as well as the gender-specific effects of the occupation.

WCLAC provides social and legal counselling, awareness raising programs, offers legal and social support and training, proposes bills and law amendments, and participates in the organization of advocacy and pressure campaigns nationally and internationally on behalf of Palestinian women and the community.

WCLAC’s International Humanitarian and Human Rights Law program was recently established to monitor and document Israel’s violations of human rights and the impact of these violations on women.  WCLAC documents women’s testimonies using the frame-work of international law and human rights, combined with a feminist vision of equality and social justice.

The program seeks to ensure that Palestinian women’s rights violations are effectively monitored, then collected through a process of documentation. The documentation is used to advocate on behalf of women in Palestine, to promote awareness of human rights violations and to work towards accountability for those responsible. The documentation also provides testimony to women’s experiences of war and occupation. 

WCLAC has special consultative status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council.

1. Introduction

1.1 WCLAC submitted an alternative report and annexed evidence to the UN Human Rights Committee in August 2009 for consideration by the Committee during its review of the State of Israel in its 99th Session which is to be held in July 2010.

1.2 This supplementary report will update the Committee with information and relevant evidence obtained since that report was submitted.

2. Violence against Women: Article 2, 7, 17 and 26

2.1 During 2009 and up until the current period of reporting, WCLAC has documented 58 cases of women affected by violence from Israeli settlers and Israeli state actors.  Often incidents include violence, harassment or intimidation from both Israeli soldiers and Israeli settlers.

2.2  Reflecting WCLAC’s findings, the UN Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories (hereinafter ‘Special Committee’) noted in its 2009 Report
:

Settler related attacks are reported to be particularly common in the areas around Nablus and Hebron, both of which have experienced significant and rapid expansion of Israeli settlements.  Children and women are particularly exposed to violence as they often appear as the most vulnerable and are frequently alone during the day. [emphasis added]

2.3 As noted by UNOCHA in a recent report, senior Israeli officers have expressed concerns about the increase in the phenomenon of settler violence. They quote the previous commander of the IDF Central Command, Major General Gadi Shamni:

There has been a rise in Jewish violence in Judea and Samaria [i.e. West Bank]. In the past, only a few dozen individuals took part in such activity, but today that number has grown into the hundreds […] These hundreds are engaged in conspiratorial actions against Palestinians and the security forces. It’s a very grave phenomenon. We have to divert our efforts to there from other issues. The margins [in the settler community] are expanding, because they are enjoying a tailwind and the backing of part of the leadership, both rabbinical and public, whether in explicit statements or tacitly.

2.4 WCLAC’s documentation focuses on the impact of these incidents on women and their families and reveals serious emotional, psychological, social and economic consequences of living with settler violence.  The table below summarises some of the cases that have been documented by WCLAC since the Alternative Report was submitted: 

































· Emotional trauma

Feeling of worry and restriction

· Feeling that the army does not do enough to help the Palestinians at times of settler violence

















· Injuries

Daughter was foaming at the mouth because of the tear gas

Interviewee’s mother fainted

· Emotional trauma

Interviewee’s son very upset

Interviewee felt very scared and helpless, particularly for her children.

















· Stones smash glass in windows of ambulance

· Mother, who required treatment in hospital, was not able to return home when discharged

· Mother suffering psychological trauma and worsening physical condition

2.5 The presence of Israeli soldiers is not a reassuring one or a protective one for Palestinian women.  In many of the cases of settler violence documented, the soldiers fail to protect women from attacks from settlers.  As Khadra Ahmad, a mother of six living in Asira al-Qibliyeh told WCLAC: “…the soldiers were standing beside the settlers, they did nothing to protect us.” The Palestinian authorities exercise no control over Israeli citizens and therefore this leaves Palestinian women almost entirely unprotected from the violence and harassment.   MA told WCLAC: “The situation is getting worse, but there is nothing anyone can do.”

2.6 In General Comment Number Twenty, the Committee commented that there is a positive obligation on a State party to not only take legislative steps, but also administrative, judicial and other measures to prevent and punish acts of torture and ill-treatment in territory under its jurisdiction. It is not sufficient for the implementation of Article 7 to prohibit such treatment or punishment or to make it a crime.
  Article  2(3)  is also clear in providing that any persons whose rights are violated under the Covenant shall have an effective remedy and that the State Party must ensure that the person’s rights are determined by a competent authority and that any such remedies shall be enforced.

2.7 The State Party has also consistently failed to prevent the settler attacks against Palestinians and to take adequate law enforcement measures against Israeli nationals who commit these crimes. The UNOCHA report notes the establishment of a new “rapid response security team”.  Yet in not one of the 58 cases that WCLAC have documented were the women aware of any investigation being conducted or any prosecution brought of any of the perpetrators. WCLAC’s documentation further reveals that women are reluctant to make complaints and even where complaints are made, no action is taken. WCLAC has interviewed 58 women regarding incidents of violence and harassment from settlers and soldiers and there is no indication that there has been any improvement in the investigation of such incidents. 

2.8 An illuminating illustration of the impunity for Israeli settlers can be found in the recent closing of a case against a settler from the West Bank settlement of Kedumim. In April 2010, an Israeli Court closed a case concerning a settler from Kedumim who was caught by police in the summer of 2009 fleeing a burning Palestinian orchard while holding a jerrican filled with flammable liquid, and with the smell of the liquid on his hands. The suspect refused to answer police questions during interrogation; and less than a year later, the courts dismissed the case for "lack of evidence." Michael Sfard, Yesh Din's legal advisor, described the court's decision as "scandalous." Neta Patrick, a Yesh Din lawyer said:  "This incident proves the failure of law enforcement regarding crimes against Palestinians for ideological reasons. We can see that the failure is not just that of the “Judea and Samaria District police” but also of the “Central District Attorney's Office”, which decided in a scandalous manner to close the case for lack of guilt."

2.9 The ongoing violence and harassment from settlers combined with the presence of the Israeli army amounts to arbitrary or unlawful interference with privacy, family and home in violation of Article 17.  The testimony from IS, who lives in the village of Buren in the north of the West Bank close to the settlement of Yitzhar illustrates the severity of the interference with her privacy, family life and home:

I can’t describe how much the settlers have affected my life. They are a constant presence and worry.  Sometimes they come every other week; sometimes there is a month and we don’t see them…. I’m not in control of my life, I can’t leave my house or Buren because of the problems with the settlers.  When I go somewhere I am always phoning my mother to check that everyone is alright and whether the settlers are around.  I so badly wanted to go to university but that’s not possible with all the trouble.  I feel I lost my childhood because of what they do to us.  They have killed our animals, they have destroyed crops and trees we’ve planted and they’ve burnt our home.  I feel like I’m 100 years old.  Instead of looking to the future I am always thinking about the settlers and what they do to us. I don’t have any hope for the future.
 

2.10  In General Comment 16, the Committee stated: “In the view of the Committee this right is required to be guaranteed against all such interferences and attacks whether they emanate from State authorities or from natural or legal persons. The obligations imposed by this article require the State to adopt legislative and other measures to give effect to the prohibition against such interferences and attacks as well as to the protection of this right.”
  As indicated above the State Party has failed to take adequate measures to guarantee this right and protect Palestinian civilians from such interference.

3. Freedom of Movement: Article 12

3.1 WCLAC has documented how women are impacted by the existence of restrictions on their freedom of movement, in violation of Article 12 of the ICCPR.  As the Committee has noted, liberty of movement is an indispensable condition for the free development of a person which  interacts with several other rights in the Covenant.
  

3.2 Despite the documented drop in the number of obstacles blocking internal movement and access in the West Bank,
  505 remain in place. It is also noted that the number of ‘flying’ or temporary checkpoints has increased
 in the period December 2009 to March 2010 and that access to East Jerusalem remains highly restricted.
 

The Seam Zone

3.3 The wall, with its gate and permit regime remains the largest obstacle to freedom of movement in the West Bank.
  Palestinians living in areas of the West Bank located behind the wall, in the ‘seam zone’ but with West Bank identification cards are particularly impacted by these restrictions. WCLAC has documented the impact of  ongoing existence of the Seam Zone on women, which violates the right to freedom of movement as well as rights to health, family and private life, education and work.  The existence of the seam zone is in defiance of the Concluding Observations of the Human Rights Committee.  In 2003 the Committee urged Israel to: 

“... respect the right to freedom of movement guaranteed under article 12. The construction of a "Seam Zone" within the Occupied Territories should be stopped.”

3.4 Despite this clear recommendation and in violation of its obligations under Article 12, restrictions on movement within the Seam Zone continue resulting in adverse repercussions on nearly all areas of life; disrupting access to health care, including emergency medical services, education, and work.

3.5  The documentation that WCLAC has collected reveal the enormous social and economic consequences on women and their families.  One such case  is that of 50 year old JD who is from the village of Al Jib, Ramallah.
  Since the separation wall has been constructed, her home has been located within the ‘Seam Zone’, separated from the West Bank and from the remainder of Al-Jib village by a checkpoint and the separation wall, yet she and her family have Palestinian, or West Bank identification. She is isolated behind these barriers, and her parents, brothers and sisters, other family and her friends are not allowed to visit her home as their names are not registered at the checkpoint. It is prohibited to bring meat, chicken or eggs through the checkpoint and bringing in gas for cooking and heating is restricted. She and her family, including her disabled son, have experienced considerable difficulty in reaching the hospital.  She delayed seeking medical attention because of the difficulty and expense in obtaining medical care, eventually spending ten days receiving treatment and recovering in a Jerusalem hospital without visitors, as her family did not have permits to visit her. On return home, she also could not receive visitors from her siblings and friends.  The impact of living in the Seam Zone has resulted in increasing isolation and severe restrictions on her access to her community and social and cultural life. 

3.6 The following table provides a summary of some of the cases documented by WCLAC during the period August 2009 to June 2010.

















































· Family and friends cannot visit

Only registered family members can pass through the checkpoint.

· Difficulty in reaching healthcare

Interviewee delayed her own visit to hospital to avoid travelling through the checkpoint.

When she did go to hospital for an operation she did so alone, without any family members being able to support her.

· Construction prohibited

Interviewee’s son’s house was demolished.

Living in overcrowded conditions.

· Restricted food access

Eggs, meat and chicken prohibited from being taken through the checkpoint.

Gas for cooking and heating restricted.

Case Number 7





















· Economically and financially affected 

Small business ran from home before wall built closed

Her small business producing tomato paste limited because of difficulties bringing produce through the gate.

      Value of home now minimal 

· Normal access to work, education, livelihood impossible

Children have to shout to mother to be allowed back through gate after school

All access monitored by cameras on the gate and wall

· Socially isolated from the rest of community. 

Friends of her and her children reluctant to visit

Events such as weddings and celebrations cannot be held in the house

· Harassment from  nearby settlement

· Building/renovation work on house prohibited




Gazans living in the West Bank

3.7 The Committee has requested in the List of Issues
 provided to the State Party, that information be provided to the Committee about regulations that determine the ability of persons with a Gaza identity card to move to the West Bank and vice versa. WCLAC has documented the cases of five women who are originally from Gaza and are living in the West Bank, unable to return to Gaza. All of them are unable to return to Gaza to visit their families there and are unable to travel freely in the West Bank for fear of arrest and deportation.

3.8 The issuing of Israeli Military Orders 1649 and 1650, 13th April 2010 has further entrenched these restrictions on freedom of movement and increased the fear and anxiety of those potentially affected.  The Military Orders cement the previous restrictions of movement for Palestinians travelling between Gaza and West Bank as well as restrictions which exposed people to the risk of deportation for not having the identity papers deemed necessary by the Israeli authorities. These Orders allow for any person in the West Bank, including a resident of Jerusalem, to be termed as an ‘infiltrator’ liable to transfer, deportation, criminal charges, fines, and/or imprisonment. This order is applicable to anyone who has entered the area ‘unlawfully’ or who does not carry an Israeli issued permit. The phrasing of these Orders is suitably vague to enable the Israeli authority to apply them arbitrarily.
 

3.9 In Case Number 8, WCLAC has documented the case of Faiza from the village of Kifil Hares near to the West Bank city of Nablus. Faiza was born in the Gaza Strip but has lived in the West Bank since she married a man from the West Bank in March 2005. She has not returned to Gaza since then, fearing she would not be able to return to her husband and children in the West Bank. Equally, her family in Gaza have been unable to visit her.  Moreover, Faiza is unable to travel within the West Bank, fearing that her Gaza ID will be discovered at a checkpoint. She is even more fearful of travelling now because of Military Orders 1649 and 1650, issued in April, that term her as an ‘infiltrator’ and confirm that she can be deported to Gaza at any time.
      Faiza, like many women in her position, is left a virtual prisoner in her home.

3.10  The following two cases, summarised below and included as full testimonies in Annex A, illustrate the unjustified restrictions placed on freedom of movement and their wide ranging impact.

Case Number 8

Name 
Location
Date of Interview

Faiza Al-Qishawi
Kifil Hares, near Nablus
22.04.10

Summary of situation

· Interviewee has Palestinian ID, with a Gaza address and lives in the West Bank with her Palestinian husband and their children who have the West Bank as their address.  
· Permit for interviewee to enter West Bank was for her wedding, for a period of 9 days. She has not left the West Bank since then, for fear of not being able to return.

· Application for interviewee to change her address to West Bank has not yet been processed

Impact of situation

· Restricted movement

Travelling in West Bank is limited in case her Gaza ID is exposed at a checkpoint. Interviewee has not returned to Gaza since her marriage in March 2005.

Unable to travel abroad.

· Family disunity

Interviewee’s children do not know her side of the family.

Interviewee was unable to attend the funeral of her brother in Gaza.

· Fear

Permanently fearing deportation to Gaza, particularly given the new Military Orders issued in April 2010, which term her as an ‘infiltrator’ and expose her to the risk of deportation/forcible transfer/imprisonment/fine. 

Case Number 9

Name 
Location
Date of Interview

HB
 Ramallah
09.03.10

Summary of situation

· Interviewee has Palestinian ID with a Gaza address but is living in Ramallah

· Children have Gaza listed as their address 

· Extended family, including one of her sons, lives in Gaza

Impact of situation

· Restricted travel

Risks being deported to Gaza at any point.

If the interviewee leaves Ramallah she risks being deported to Gaza if stopped at checkpoint and found to be holding an ID with an address in Gaza. 

· Family divided between West Bank and Gaza



Case Number 10

Name 
Location
Date of Interview

AAS
 Ramallah
10.03.10

Summary of situation

· Interviewee has Gaza ID but is living in Ramallah

· Working for local NGO but unable to travel out of Ramallah

· Majority of family living in Gaza

Impact of situation

· Restricted travel

Risks being deported to Gaza at any point.

If the interviewee leaves Ramallah she risks being deported to Gaza if stopped at checkpoint and found to be holding an ID with an address in Gaza. 

Unable to visit family including sick mother in Gaza

· Unable to apply for jobs or courses that involve travelling out of Ramallah

· Emotional impact

Nervous, stressed and anxious

Fears being arrested at any time

4. Family Unification: Articles 12, 17, 23 and 26

4.1 In its Concluding Observations to the State party in 2003, the Committee stated: 

The State party should revoke the Nationality and Entry into Israel Law (Temporary Order) of 31 July 2003, which raises serious issues under articles 17, 23 and 26 of the Covenant. The State party should reconsider its policy with a view to facilitating family reunification of all citizens and permanent residents. It should provide detailed statistics on this issue, covering the period since the examination of the initial report

4.2 In the List of Issues, the Committee again requested the State Party to provide information on a) the measures taken to revoke the Citizenship and Entry into Israel Law (2003) (temporary order) and b) measures and practices with regard to family reunification concerning Israel and the OPT. 

4.3 The Citizenship and Entry into Israel Law (2003) (temporary order) remains in place severely impairing the family life of tens of thousands of persons, citizens and residents of Israel and residents of the Occupied Territories alike.
 The State Party continues to violate articles 12,  17, 23 and 26 of the Covenant and has failed to comply with the recommendations of the Committee. Israelis, permanent residents or citizens who married residents of the Occupied Territories continue to be affected by this law, and are not able to live with their spouse. WCLAC has documented cases of couples choosing to violate the law and live together in the occupied Palestinian territory (including East Jerusalem) who find it impossible to live normal lives and are in constant fear of being caught. If a couple decides to live in the Occupied Territory, the spouse will be considered a lawbreaker, unless he or she received a special permit. Israeli permanent residents risk losing their status as residents of Jerusalem if their ‘centre of life’ is no longer in Jerusalem. 

4.4 Manal, a Palestinian woman from Silwan, in East Jerusalem is representative of women living with the consequences of this law. Manal and her six daughters live in Jerusalem whilst her husband lives in the West Bank, but visits them illegally in Jerusalem. He has been caught previously and told that if he is caught again he will be imprisoned for 3 years and fined 3000 shekels. Their application for family reunification has been refused twice, on account of her husband’s “illegal” presence in Jerusalem to visit them. The family are in a financially and socially very difficult position, cut off from each other and each others’ families.  Manal is one of thousands of such Palestinian women in Jerusalem whose basic rights have been severely obstructed.

Case Number 11


Name 
Location
Date of Interview


Manal Zeitoun
Silwan, East Jerusalem
29.04.10


Summary of situation


· Interviewee has Jerusalem ID, her husband has West Bank ID

· 2 family reunification applications refused


Impact of situation


· Family disunity

Interviewee’s husband lives apart from her and their daughters.

Interviewee has to bring up children alone.

· Economic

Husband unable to work in Jerusalem or find work in the West Bank

· Risk of imprisonment

Husband visits family illegally.





Case Number 12


Name
Location
Date of Interview


WS
Anata / East Jerusalem
17.06.10


Summary of incident


· Holder of West Bank I.D., married to a Jerusalemite and lives “illegally” in Jerusalem since 1990 with her husband and their 5 children

· Unable to move freely and is effectively under house arrest, isolated from her family in Bethlehem, unable to have a job or drive a car or ride public transportation in Jerusalem or have affordable health insurance.  

· Was picked up from the street by Israeli soldiers while attempting to go shopping with her husband and put on the other side of the checkpoint and asked to go back to Bethlehem. 

· Could not be with her sick daughter when she was rushed to the emergency room


Impact of incident

· Lived in constant fear for 20 years that she might be expelled from Jerusalem and be separated from her 5 children and her ill husband.

· Living a life of almost complete immobility. 

· Has no access to the only social support system she has which is her extended family in Bethlehem.

· Suffers economically because of her inability to work or find affordable health insurance

· Anxious and insecure in her own home.

4.5 As stated by Israeli human rights organization, B’tselem, the argument that the law is required for security reasons is baseless:

The state argues that the law is needed for security reasons, contending that the entry of residents of the Occupied Territories – as such – endangers Israeli citizens. This argument is baseless and was only recently raised to cover-up the real reason: Israel is seeking to prevent the further increase of the Arab population in Israel in order to preserve the Jewish character of the state. The state’s attempt to avoid relying on demographics as the stated reason for the law is a result of its understanding that such a reason is racist and illegal, and would be nullified upon judicial review.

5. Arbitrary of Unlawful Interference with the Home: Article 17 

Administrative Home Demolitions

5.1  As at 10 June 2010, figures compiled by UNOCHA indicate that 70 structures in East Jerusalem and Area C had been demolished, displacing 142 people and affecting 380 more.
 The vast majority of these are demolished because of administrative reasons.  The UNOCHA report ‘The Planning Crisis in East Jerusalem: Understanding the Phenomenon of “illegal” construction’ sets out the barriers for Palestinian building on the 13% of land zoned for Palestinian construction:

Since 1967, Israel has failed to provide Palestinian residents of East Jerusalem with adequate planning to meet natural population growth,  While Palestinians face significant obstacles to legal building on the 13 percent of East Jerusalem designated for Palestinian construction, Israeli settlements have flourished on the 35 per cent of land expropriated for them, in contravention of international law

5.2 The Special Committee noted in 2008, and again in 2009, that it was near impossible to obtain a building permit, leaving Palestinians no choice but to build without a licence.
  This was the situation faced by most of the women whose cases were documented by WCLAC.  During 2009 and 2010, WCLAC has documented 24 cases of women whose homes have been demolished or who face demolition but according to OCHA figures, some 60,000 Palestinians in East Jerusalem are at risk of having their homes demolished by the Israeli authorities.

5.3 Meanwhile construction of new Israeli homes in East Jerusalem continues. Plans for the construction of 1600 new Israeli housing units in East Jerusalem were announced in March 2010.
 Human Rights Council’s resolution 10/L.5 of March 2009, “deplored Israel’s construction of new housing units for Israeli settlers in East Jerusalem, as they undermine the peace process and the creation of a Palestinian State, and are in violation of international law.”
  The UN Special Coordinator noted that: “these actions harm ordinary Palestinians, heighten tensions in the city, undermine efforts to build trust and promote negotiations and are contrary to international law and Israel’s commitments.”

5.4 The following two cases are typical of those documented by WCLAC, the first being in East Jerusalem and the second a demolition in Area C of the West Bank:



































· Emotional trauma

Extremely upset and shocked

· Filing for compensation

· Overcrowding and lack of privacy in current home

5.5 The cases documented since the last report was submitted evidence the same findings WCLAC previously noted.  Women are often most profoundly affected, with their lives usually revolving around the private sphere of the home where they raise their children and take care of the home. The women that have been interviewed by WCLAC invariably suffer from anxiety and depression during the often long and prolonged process that leads up to a home being demolished and then after displacement find themselves in overcrowded and unsuitable living conditions, further perpetuating the anxiety and other psychological problems. The financial consequences of paying court fees, lawyers fees and fines combined with costs of finding alternative housing post demolition also have devastating consequences on families.

Forced Evictions

5.6  In violation of article 17, Palestinian families from East Jerusalem have been forcibly evicted from their homes. The UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace process, Robert H.Serry stated on the day  53 Palestinians, including 20 children were evicted from their homes in Sheikh Jarrah: 

I deplore today's totally unacceptable actions by Israel, in which Israeli security forces evicted Palestinian refugee families registered with UNRWA from their homes in the Arab neighborhood of Sheikh Jarrah in East Jerusalem to allow settlers to take possession of these properties. These actions are contrary to the provisions of the Geneva Conventions related to occupied territory. They also contravene the united calls of the international community, including the Quartet’s, which in its recent statement urged the Government of Israel to refrain from provocative actions in East Jerusalem, including house demolitions and evictions. These actions heighten tensions and undermine international efforts to create conditions for fruitful negotiations to achieve peace. The United Nations rejects Israel's  claims that this is a matter for municipal authorities and domestic courts. I call on Israel to adhere to international law and its Roadmap  obligations and to cease and reverse such provocative and unacceptable actions in East Jerusalem.

5.7 WCLAC interviewed two of the women evicted from their homes in Sheikh Jarrah.  The interviews are summarized in the table below and are available in full in Annex A.  The testimonies reveal the brutality of the eviction process itself and the impact of the forced eviction on the women and their families.

Case Number 15

Name
Location
Date of Interview

Khawla Hanoun
Sheikh Jarrah, East Jerusalem
07.04.10

Summary of situation

· Forcibly evicted from home by Israeli soldiers and police in the middle of the night August 2009.

· Daughter beaten during the eviction,

· Furniture removed during the eviction and the family were charged for this.

· Settlers now live in interviewee’s home.

· Suffer ongoing verbal and physical abuse from the settlers living in their home.

Impact of situation

· Emotional trauma

Interviewee’s son suffers nightmares and blames his parents for losing their home.

Interviewee humiliated and insulted.

· Lack of housing security

Interviewee and her family have no permanent home to sleep in but sleep at relatives’ homes.

Case Number 16

Name
Location
Date of Interview

Maysoon Muhammad Ghawi
Sheikh Jarrah, East Jerusalem
22.12.09

Summary of situation

· Forcibly evicted by armed police at 4.30am, 02.08.09

· Journalists prevented from reaching the house

· Interviewee was separated from her children during the eviction

· Family suffer from ongoing verbal abuse from settlers who have moved into their home

· The tent the family has put up outside their home has been pulled down by police and settlers 8 times

Impact of situation

· Emotional trauma

One son regularly cries at school

One son refuses to attend school until they return home

· Lack of housing security

Husband sleeps in a tent outside the home

Children suffering at school

6. Supplementary Recommended Concluding Observations

6.1 WCLAC recommend the following Concluding Observations to the Human Rights Committee, in addition to those made in its Alternative Report of August 2009:

1. Israel’s failure to protect Palestinian residents and their homes from violence and destruction by Israeli settlers amounts to a violation of the State party’s obligation to ensure the right to non-interference with the home (article 17);

Israel’s failure to prevent and to investigate and prosecute violence by Israeli settlers amounts to a violation of the obligation to ensure the prohibition of torture, or cruel or inhumane or degrading treatment or punishment (article 7);

Children and women are particularly exposed to violence as they often appear as the most vulnerable and are frequently alone during the day;

The State Party should strictly prohibit such violence and destruction and implement policies to ensure that such acts are investigated and prosecuted.

2. The construction of the “Seam Zone”, imposes additional and unjustifiably severe restrictions on the right to freedom of movement of Palestinians within the Occupied Territories (article 12)

The “Seam Zone” has adverse repercussions on nearly all walks of Palestinian life; in particular, wide-ranging restrictions on freedom of movement disrupt access to health care, education, work and other services; 

Women are particularly affected by the existence of the seam zone, with the permit, checkpoint and wall isolating them, frequently confining them to their homes and preventing access to essential health care and services;

The State Party must respect the right to freedom of movement guaranteed under article 12 and put to an end the existence of a "Seam Zone" within the Occupied Territories.

3. Military Orders 1649 and 1650 deem as infiltrators liable to transfer, deportation, criminal charges, fines, and/or imprisonment,  anyone who has entered the area of the West Bank ‘unlawfully’ or who does not carry an Israeli issued permit, particularly affecting Gazan residents living in the West Bank. These Orders and the consequent deportations that have taken place amount to violations of the obligation to ensure the right of liberty of movement and freedom to choose one’s residence.
Consequently, the State Party should revoke Military Orders 1649 and 1650 and the practice and policies that preceded the passing of these orders. 

4. The 2003 Nationality and Entry into Israel Law (Temporary Order) severely impairs the family life of tens of thousands of persons, citizens and residents of Israel and residents of the Occupied Territories alike (articles 12,  17 and 23)

The impact of women of the Nationality and Entry into Israel Law is particularly severe.  Enforced separation from their husbands leaves women  to care for children alone with harsh financial, social and cultural consequences.

The Israeli Government must revoke the 2003 Nationality and Entry into Israel Law (Temporary Order) and determine fairly and in accordance with articles 17 and 23 all applications for family unification.

5. Israel’s policies and practices on forced evictions and home demolitions constitute a violation of the obligation to respect the right to non-interference with the home (article 17);

The State Party should cease its practice of forcible evictions in East Jerusalem and home demolitions as incompatible with article 17.

6. Israeli policies and practices including settlement building, construction of the Wall, amount to a violation of the obligation to respect, protect and fulfil the right to self determination (article 1).
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