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Kazakhstan continues to impose obligatory military service, but has neither in theory nor in practice accepted a right of conscientious objection to such service.  CPTI therefore recommends that in the list of issues it be asked whether it is contemplating bringing in legislation which would provide, for persons with conscientious objections to military service, a non-punitive alternative.

Background

The Military Obligation and Military Service Act of 8th July 2005 reduced the duration of obligatory military service in Kazakhstan, which had on independence been set at twenty-four months, to 12 months
.  As far as is known, no provisions were included to recognise conscientious objections to such service.

In the mid 1990's a number of Jehovah's Witnesses were imprisoned for refusal to perform military service
, but it has been reported
 that in 1997 the Jehovah's Witness community in Kazakhstan came to an agreement with the Government that all its members would be treated as religious ministers, who would  benefit from exemption from military service under Article 16 of the 1992 Military Service Act.  Since that date there have been no reported cases of the imprisonment of conscientious objectors in Kazakhstan, although of course the agreement by its nature does not constitute a recognition of conscientious objection, and even if it did would be inadequate, discriminating between objectors according to  the nature of their beliefs. 

In practice, Kazakhstan is relying to an increasing extent on regular “professional” members of the armed forces, and only a small proportion of those liable to conscription are actually called up.  It is likely that if conscription was being enforced more universally conscientious objectors who were not Jehovah's Witnesses would come forward.    
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