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Conscientious Objection to Military Service: 
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NICARAGUA

Forced recruitment by various parties was widespread during the civil wars of the 1970s and 1980s, but obligatory military service in the government armed forces was introduced in Nicaragua only by the Patriotic Military Service Law of 1983, during the civil war against the Contra rebels.  According  to a source quoted by Horeman and  Stolwijk
, an early draft of that Law had included provisions to enable conscientious objectors to perform an alternative service, but this clause was withdrawn as a result of tensions between the Sandinista government and the Catholic church.  The same source however reports that in practice no attempt was made to recruit members of the small communities  adhering to recognised “peace churches”, notably the Mennonites, and that a number of conscientious objectors were able to obtain exemption from military service with the assistance of the Council of Protestant Churches of Nicaragua
.  Not all of course were in a position to avail themselves of these informal arrangements, and during the currency of the Law a number of conscientious objectors were imprisoned for refusing military service.

The Patriotic Military Service Law was repealed by an Act
 of December 1990, shortly after the election of the Chamorra government., and the abolition of obligatory military service was subsequently entrenched in a constitutional amendment..
   After the missed opportunity of 1983, no mention of conscientious objection has found its way into Nicaraguan legislation.  At present, however, the only circumstance in which this omission might be of significance is if a serving member of the (voluntary) armed forces developed a conscientious objection  to such service.  
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� Horeman, B. & Stolwijk, M., Refusing to Bear Arms , War Resisters International, London, 1998.


(http://www.wri-irg.org/co/rtba/nicaragua.htm)


� Consejo de Iglesias Pro-Alianza Denominacional  (CEPAD)


� Ley que deroga la Ley del Servicio Militar Patriotico


� Ley de Rrforma Parcial a la Constitución Política, No 192 de 1995.





