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Information

On paragraph “a”


The existing law of Ukraine provides for a number of procedures through which independent mechanisms can be established for making complaints about the conduct of the police.


For the past seven years, the internal security service of the Ministry of Internal Affairs has had a confidential telephone “hotline”. Experienced staff in the internal security unit of the Ministry, working to a duty schedule, see to it that information or reports about unlawful conduct, including offences against the anti-corruption law, or negative incidents involving the officials, agencies and subdivisions of the Ministry are promptly looked into at all times; they also process the records of these matters being notified to the Ministry’s internal security divisions.


The telephone hotline numbers are posted on hoardings within the premises of internal affairs units and subdivisions and of local media outlets, official Internet cafes of the Ministry and the weekly public law bulletin of the Ministry, Imenem Zakony.


In compliance with the decision 1 km/1 of 11 March 2006 of a collegium of the Ministry, telephone “hotlines” have been set up in every temporary detention facility, so that people taken into custody can report on request any violation of their rights and lawful interests.


In January 2008 a monitoring department was set up in the Ministry to ensure that human rights are respected in the work of the internal affairs authorities. Its purpose is to bring the official system for monitoring the observance of human rights in the work of internal affairs units and subdivisions into line with international standards in the area of law enforcement.


This monitoring department is staffed by Ministry officials deployed in all Ukraine’s provinces. They are completely independent of the managers of local internal affairs authorities. In the course of 2008 Ministry officials gave interviews to 2,677 citizens. They received 1,827 reports from citizens about unlawful conduct by police officers, and launched 1,233 official investigations into alleged human rights violations by police officers.


During the first five months of 2009, Ministry officials saw 314 citizens, received 250 reports and launched 144 official investigations.


Article 29 of the Constitution of Ukraine states that every person has the right to freedom and personal inviolability. Nobody is to be arrested or held in custody other than pursuant to a substantiated court decision and only on the grounds and in accordance with the procedure established by law. Everyone arrested or detained must be informed without delay of the reasons for his or her arrest or detention, and apprised of his or her rights, and from the moment of detention shall be given the opportunity to personally defend himself or herself, or to have the legal assistance of a defender. In addition, according to article 40, paragraph 3, of the Constitution, the procuracy of Ukraine is responsible for supervising compliance with the law on the part of agencies carrying out detective work, searches, inquiries and pretrial investigations. 

Complaints about the actions of police officers are not therefore investigated within the agency whose employees are the subject of the complaint, but by the procuratorial authorities. Various decisions are then taken on the findings of the investigation, and may even include taking out a prosecution for a criminal offence.


An additional mechanism for ensuring that the police authorities observe human rights is recourse to the courts by persons whose rights have been violated. From 14 December 2006, amendments to Ukraine’s Code of Criminal Procedure have made it possible to appeal a decision to take out a prosecution. This mechanism ensures that people’s rights will be restored if a prosecution is unlawful.


Ukraine’s Criminal Procedure Code now makes provision for the videotaping of investigations. Videorecordings are widely used for taking evidence, especially when investigating serious and grave crimes. The arrangements for making them are governed by article 85 (2) of the Code.


The principal investigative division of the Ministry of Internal Affairs responsible for implementing the conclusions and recommendations of the Human Rights Committee has recommended the subordinate investigative units to videotape interviews whenever the equipment is available.

On paragraph “b”


On 22 December 2005 the procurator for the Oktyryabsky district of the city of Kharkiv instituted criminal proceedings for inappropriate performance of professional duties by the medical staff of the city’s prison, resulting in the death of the accused A.Zh. Melkonyan.


It was ascertained that A.Zh. Melkonyan had died on 17 December 2005 in the Kharkiv prison’s medical facility. According to the findings of a forensic examination, his death had resulted from asphyxia when the respiratory tract was blocked by vomit.


A forensic commission found that the medical staff of the facility had acted promptly and correctly in providing medical assistance.


The prosecution was therefore dropped, on the basis of article 6, paragraph 2, of Ukraine’s Criminal Procedure Code.


On 7 April 2005 the procuracy for Zhytomyr province took out criminal proceedings against the staff of the municipal section of the Ukraine Ministry of Internal Affairs in Zhytomyr province, under article 121.1 and article 365.3 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine.


The pretrial investigation established that on 6 April 2005, a local resident, named as “Ya.” had been taken to the Zhytomyr municipal division of the Ministry in the province for committing an administrative offence, and held in a preliminary holding cell.


On 7 April 2005 police officers had abused their authority by deliberately inflicting many blows on Ya’s vital organs with their hands and feet, resulting in his death.


This criminal case is now being dealt with by the Bohun district court for the city of Zhytomyr.


As regards the case of Nikolai Zakhadkevsky, we have to inform you that we cannot supply information about his death in April 2004, because it is impossible to establish where he probably died. If such information is received, additional inquiries will be carried out.

On paragraph “c”


There are regular inspections in Ukraine in places and special compulsory regime institutions of the Ukraine Ministry of Internal Affairs, places of preliminary detention and corrective institutions where sentences involving deprivation and restriction of liberty, whether for a limited term or for life, are served. When these inspections are carried out, special attention is paid to compliance with the requirements of Ukrainian law by the governors of these institutions, to prevent violations of constitutional rights in general, and especially of the conditions relating to the material welfare, the health and hygiene and the nutrition of the convicted prisoners.


In the course of these inspections, special attention is given to observing the rights of convicted persons and detainees and to the prevention of inhumane and other cruel treatment.


In the second half of 2008, Ukraine’s procuratorial authorities carried out checks on the observance of the rights of convicted prisoners and detainees to medical treatment and care in institutions within the Ukrainian Criminal Corrections Service, and also in special compulsory regime institutions of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. At the request of the procuratorial authorities, the Service simplified the arrangements for medical care for prisoners in special institution hospitals. In addition, thanks to the intervention of the procurators, steps were taken to recruit qualified medical personnel in public medical facilities to provide the necessary care for persons held in institutions governed by the State Penal Service of Ukraine.


At the request of the procuracy, special wards were set up in public hospitals providing treatment for tuberculosis to offer the necessary medical care during a pretrial investigation to persons in custody suffering from tuberculosis.


In 2008 and the first half of 2009, the procuratorial authorities carried out checks on observance of the right of convicted prisoners and detainees, and persons in custody, to appropriate food and special diets within institutions of the Criminal Corrections Service, and also in special compulsory regime institutions. Twenty-three visits were made by staff from the Office of the Procurator General to carry out these checks, in order to prevent any violation of the constitutional rights of prisoners and detainees to the protection of their health. In the course of these inspections a number of violations were identified of the right to medical and material provision and to food. In order to deal with violations of the law and restore the rights concerned, the staff of the Procuracy General gave 20 instructions to the heads of the penal institutions, and as a result of these 68 staff of the State Penal Service were charged with disciplinary offences. The most widespread violations included keeping medicines past their expiry date in medical facilities belonging to corrective colonies, and failing to send prisoners for outpatient treatment to the special medical facilities in the prisons.


In the first half of this year, Ukraine’s procuratorial authorities carried out checks on observance of the constitutional rights of citizens in special institutions run by the internal affairs authorities.


The findings of these checks resulted in 591 responses from the procurators ordering removal of the violations which had been discovered, and 264 prosecutions of personnel of the internal affairs authorities for disciplinary offences. Twenty-eight persons who had been unlawfully detained were released.


Considerable attention is paid by the procuratorial authorities to organizing meals in places governed by the special compulsory regime and in places where preliminary investigations are being carried out and penal sentences are being served. The norms for feeding persons deprived of their liberty are laid down by the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine. In determining the dietary norm, account is taken of a prisoner’s state of health, his capacity for work, the illnesses he has had, etc. Persons who have suffered from tuberculosis receive additional food in the spring and autumn, together with preventive treatment. Extra food is also provided for juveniles, pregnant women and women with children in the children’s homes attached to corrective colonies.


In addition, the penal legislation of Ukraine allows for convicted prisoners to buy food products through non-cash transactions from their earnings in the prison, and certain groups of prisoners, such as elderly persons, those in the invalidity categories 1 and 2, juveniles, women with children in the children’s homes attached to the penal facility, and prisoners in the medical facilities of prisons also have the right to receive money transfers from their pensions and other income.

On paragraphs “d” and “e”

On paragraph “e”


The problem of overcrowding in penal institutions has recently become less serious, because the courts are imposing alternative, non-custodial penalties. These include work for the community and restrictions on freedom. In addition, almost every year the Verkhovny Rad (Supreme Council) of Ukraine applies the Ukrainian law on amnesty, by which prisoners are released from custodial detention. The procuratorial authorities also carry out regular checks on the numbers held in prisons, and on the provision of living space for prisoners in the light of the requirements of Ukraine’s penal law. According to information from the Criminal Corrections Service, about 107,000 persons sentenced to deprivation of liberty or restriction of liberty are currently being held in the corrective colonies of the State Penal Service. The maximum number of prisoners who can be held in these institutions, according to the space standards for each prisoner set in the Criminal Procedure Code of Ukraine, is 122,038.


In view of the importance of respecting the rights of detainees and prisoners to medical and material provision and to food, these problems have been discussed three times at panel meetings in the Office of the Procurator General (in 2006, 2007 and 2009).


The directors of the Procuracy General have instructed the procurators at provincial level and those of equivalent status to recruit specialists from the territorial health and hygiene authorities and fire services to organize inspections in the special compulsory regime institutions run by the police, to ensure that the laws are being observed and in order to prevent any violations of the rights of detainees to medical care, material provision and food.


A proposal has been submitted to the Minister of Internal Affairs on preventing violations of the constitutional rights of citizens while they are in guard rooms and places governed by a compulsory regime.

On paragraph “f”


According to article 10 of the European Convention on Human Rights, everyone has the right to freedom of expression. This right shall include freedom to hold opinions and to receive and impart information and ideas without interference by public authority and regardless of frontiers. 


In the Ukrainian Constitution, the system of rights and freedoms is framed with maximum regard to international legal instruments and to the level of development of our society and our State. The Constitution upholds and safeguards the rights and freedoms not only of citizens, but also of human beings in general. Human rights are given pride of place.


Article 34 of the Constitution secures for every citizen the right to freedom of thought and speech and to the free expression of his or her opinions and convictions. “Everyone has the right to freely collect, store, use and disseminate information by oral, written or other means of his or her choice.”


Thus alongside the traditional right to freedom of thought and expression, the right to information has been enshrined in the new Constitution for the first time.


According to modern international instruments, the obligations of the State concerning the freedom to express one’s views are absolute. However, this protected right is far from being absolute. It is accompanied by a number of restrictions and reservations, not governed by any clearly-defined all-European standard. According to article 34, paragraph 2, of the Constitution of Ukraine: “The exercise of these rights may be restricted by law in the interests of national security, territorial indivisibility or public order, with the purpose of preventing disturbances or crimes, protecting the health of the population, the reputation or rights of other persons, preventing the publication of information received confidentially, or supporting the authority and impartiality of justice.” 


The constitutional position on this question is fully in conformity with international legal norms, especially article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, article 10 of the European Convention on the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.


The international mechanisms for the protection of human rights to which Ukraine has adhered offer a further guarantee that human rights and freedoms will be protected. An important step in this direction is the ratification by Ukraine of the Convention on the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, adopted by the Council of Europe on 4 November 1950. In acceding to this Convention, Ukraine assumed the obligation to secure human rights, to incorporate the Convention into its domestic law and for its courts to have regard to the Convention provisions when dealing with complaints. Since that time, the citizens of Ukraine have been given the opportunity of recourse to the European Court of Human Rights for the protection of rights which have been violated. States parties to the Convention are bound not to hinder effective exercise of this right, and must guarantee to every person and citizen the civil and political rights provided by the Convention.


It is important that the European Court, as one of its decisions states, protects not only information and ideas which find a positive or an indifferent reception, but also those which are not welcome to the State or to some of the public. This is the requirement for pluralism, tolerance and broadmindedness, without which no democratic society can exist.


It should also be noted that the courts of ordinary jurisdiction are not yet sufficiently applying the provisions of the Convention and the precedents set by the European Court. Basically, the Constitutional Court of Ukraine shows positive tendencies in this respect; it has handed down a number of decisions which refer to the international human rights instruments. The Constitutional Court monitors and protects the foundations of the constitutional order and the fundamental rights and freedoms of human beings and citizens, and ensures that the law and the Constitution have direct effect throughout Ukraine.


In the machinery for the protection of human rights and freedoms, the President of Ukraine stands as guarantor.


Within the limits of their competence, the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine, the local agencies of the State and the local government authorities, among others, carry out the practical tasks of securing human rights and freedoms. 


Parliamentary supervision of the observance of constitutional rights and freedoms of human beings and citizens is exercised by the Human Rights Commissioner of the Supreme Council of Ukraine. Everyone has the right to apply to the Human Rights Commissioner for the protection of his or her rights, and after exhaustion of all domestic legal remedies, may also apply to the relevant international judicial institutions or to the international organizations of which Ukraine is a member or in which it participates.


The courts of ordinary jurisdiction are guardians of the constitutional rights and freedoms of citizens (article 55 of the Constitution). Everyone is guaranteed the right to challenge in court the decisions, actions or omissions of State authorities and of agencies of local self-government and their staff and officers.


The constitutional norm of freedom of expression operates with the help of the set of legislative instruments which correspond to international legal standards.


Ukraine occupies one of the leading places in the CIS for the quantity of its laws on the mass media, designed to increase openness and awareness in society.


The Ukrainian laws on the media: the Information Act, the Media Act, the Law on Information Agencies, the laws on ownership and on advertising, and the Act on State support for the mass media and the social protection of journalists, among others, constitute a broad legal framework and define the mechanisms for exercising the constitutional right to freedom of thought and expression, to the free expression of opinions and convictions, and to information.


In securing the citizens’ rights to freedom of thought and expression and to information, an important role is played by the mass media and those who work in them - the journalists.


However, in recent years journalism in our country has become a dangerous profession. There are now instances of unlawful activity by those in positions of authority - the police forces, the Ukrainian security service and the tax authorities - which have persecuted journalists and brought pressure to bear on individual publishing houses for critical publications which have caused a public reaction. 


The Ukrainian procuracy is responding appropriately whenever the lawful activities of journalists encounter obstacles.


Special attention is paid to statements and communications about violations of the rights of journalists and the mass media.


For example, on 27 February 2009 the procuracy for Cherkass province took out criminal proceedings under article 15, paragraph 5, and article 115, paragraph 2, of the Criminal Code of Ukraine, for attempted murder of the editor in chief of the Antenna newspaper, V.L. Vorotnik, whose car was blown up. The investigation is continuing.


On 11 February 2009 the procuracy for Odesa province took out criminal proceedings under article 171, paragraph 1, of the Criminal Code for use of force against the “Grad” film company, with the seizure of videocassettes showing people who had visited the Odesa municipal council. At the present time, the issue of whether a prosecution is justified is before the Supreme Court of Ukraine, because the Odesa municipal council has appealed against the decision to prosecute.


The procuracy for Lvov province, acting under article 97 of the Code of Criminal Procedure of Ukraine, is examining a complaint by the editor of the television programme “Conflict zone” about the actions of members of the Zolochiv district police, who interfered with the filming of a broadcast about people living in hostels, and attempted to seize the tape with the recorded material on it.


The Pechersk district police are investigating a criminal case under article 296, paragraph 2, of the Criminal Code concerning acts of hooliganism on 2 October 2008 against a photojournalist for the publishing house “Kommersant Ukraina”.


The procuratorial authorities play a significant role in protecting human rights, and it is the procurator who is responsible to monitoring observance of the law by the authorities conducting operational investigations and inquiries or pretrial investigations and supervising the execution of court decisions, compliance with the law and application of the law. Anyone may complain to the procurators of any jurisdiction for the purpose of protecting his or her rights. Once a procurator has received a complaint, he is bound, within the limits of his competence, to consider it on its merits and to make a definite decision in the light of the law in force. 

On paragraph “g”


The question of rights and freedoms in Ukraine is clearly defined by the effects of a number of laws and normative instruments which govern this area, in the interest of individuals, society and the State.


These consist primarily of the relevant articles of the Constitution of Ukraine, the Freedom of Conscience and Religious Organizations Act, and international accords and agreements ratified by the State.


In the view of experts, Ukraine is a stable State from the viewpoint of inter-ethnic and inter-confessional relations, having had no serious conflict on ethnic, religious or national grounds. However, international and national experts, religious activists and the mass media are drawing the attention of the State authorities to incidents of xenophobia, anti-Semitism and racism.


Systematic monitoring of this problem has confirmed a steady reduction of such instances of anti-social behaviour on ethnic and religious grounds. There were seven unlawful incidents of this kind in 2007-2008, but only two have so far been reported in 2009. Not a single incident has been reported of members of social and religious organizations publicly stirring up xenophobic and racist feelings.


The procuratorial authorities in Ukraine regularly monitor observance of the laws on the prevention of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance.


The inquiries carried out by the procurators have established that the executive authorities of the State at national and regional level are taking particular organizational and practical steps to prevent conflict on inter-ethnic and inter-confessional grounds, and to combat any manifestation of xenophobia or racism or the violation of citizens’ rights on the basis of their political, religious or other convictions, or on grounds of sex or ethnic origin.


Under article 25, paragraph 8, of Ukraine’s Law on Local State Administrations, local executive authorities have a duty to ensure that the law on national minorities, migration and freedom of religion is respected. However, in some regions of Ukraine there have been violations of the law’s requirements to implement State policy on relations between different nationalities.


For instance, in the Crimean Autonomous Republic the committee responsible for relations between national groups and deportees does not coordinate the work of the local authority in implementing the detailed plan adopted by the Council of Ministers of the Republic on 22 January 2008 for developing national traditions and cultures and for improving relations between national groups. The local authority departments dealing with relations between these groups concentrate almost entirely on allocating budget resources to welfare provision for deportees, and do not pay enough attention to increasing tolerance and reducing conflict in relations between nationalities and religions.


The procurators have also identified violations of Ukraine’s laws on local state administrations and on national minorities in Ukraine in the work of the Vinnytsya, Dnepropetrovsk, Kyiv, Kirovohrad and Poltava provinces.


In 2007 the Ukrainian Ministry of Internal Affairs developed a plan for combating racism in the period up to 2009. The chief priority in this area of work is to identify radical youth movements, groups and organizations, and to do educational and preventive work among them, while ensuring that law and order are maintained in places where foreign groups are concentrated and combating any manifestation of xenophobia and racism.


The Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine, the education authorities and institutes of general and adult education and vocational and technical training, as well as centres of higher education of all kinds and levels of accreditation, take systematic measures to prevent unequal treatment of citizens based on their racial or ethnic origin or their religious adherence.


The Ministry, together with the State scientific research institute of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and the State Institute for the Development of the Family and Youth, have developed recommendations on ways of preventing the spread of xenophobic and racist ideas among children, school students and other young people following their studies.


Pedagogical circles and parents’ committees have also intensified their efforts to inculcate a spiritual sense and a moral culture among children and young people, and to encourage tolerant behaviour and the ability to live in a multicultural society.


However, inquiries by the procurators have ascertained that the State authorities working to prevent offences in this area have not carried out exhaustive measures to prevent youth crime based on racial and national intolerance. In 2008 Ukraine’s internal affairs authorities identified 4 organized criminal groups formed for ethnic reasons, and 12 in 2007.


Contrary to the requirements of articles 10 and 11 of Ukraine’s law on the police and article 5 of the law “On children’s agencies and services, and special institutions for children”, those working in the criminal police units dealing with children do not always act promptly to identify the causes and conditions leading to youth crime and to the emergence of adolescent gangs of an antisocial nature, or of groups of adults who lure young people into crime.


For example, the inquiry carried out by the Kirovohrad procuracy identified a group of young students of an anti-Semitic and racist nature which had been active in the city for over two years.


It was also found during the procurators’ inquiries that the justice authorities responsible for legalizing citizens’ groups, which have a duty to monitor their observance of their charter regulations, are not fully complying with their obligations under article 25 of the Ukrainian Civil Associations Act. In Kiev, the principal justice authority registered 222 youth organizations, but  in 2008 it did not make a single check on these organizations to ensure that they were complying with their statutory rules. A similar situation was found to exist in the work of the provincial justice bodies in Vinnytsya and Nikolayev provinces.


In 2008, to curb offences against the law on xenophobia and racial and ethnic discrimination, the procuratorial authorities launched 144 criminal prosecutions and issued 2,700 written responses to incidents reported; about 2,500 officials were charged with disciplinary offences.


Under Ukrainian law criminal responsibility is incurred for acts intended to undermine equal treatment of citizens because of their racial or national affinity or their religious adherence (article 161 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine). Moreover, offences based on racial, national or religious hatred or differences among these groups are aggravating circumstances when sentences are awarded, according to article 67 of the Code. Pretrial investigations into offences under article 161 of the Code are the responsibility of the procuratorial authorities.


In previous years, articles have appeared in certain publications - the Selskiye Vesti and the journals and bulletin of the Inter-Regional Academy of Personnel Management - on the so-called “Jewish question”, referring to the “distorted” role of Jews in Ukrainian history.


Material of an anti-Semitic nature has regularly appeared in these publications. Articles of an anti-American and anti-Israel stamp have been placed in them. This has sparked off a public reaction, causing indignation among Jewish social organizations here and abroad, and has resulted in a number of lawsuits.


The Ukrainian Procuracy General has instructed the scientific institutions of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine to study some of these publications. In consequence, the I.F. Kuras Institute of Political and Ethnic Research, the O.O. Potebin Institute of Linguistics and the V.M. Koretsky Institute of Government and Law have produced some expert reports.


These reports have shown that the content of the publications is intended to engender in readers a negative and hostile attitude towards Jews. It was however pointed out that the publications do not constitute incitement to unlawful conduct and do not contain language which may be regarded as propaganda for the view that a certain national group is inferior. Nor do they extol genocide, deportation or repression, or call for restrictions on the constitutional rights and freedoms of citizens. The conclusion of these findings was that the publications may be only a denigration of national honour and esteem, and an insult to the feelings of citizens, by focusing on the outward indications of their ethnic origins.


These findings did not provide any basis or reason to qualify their authors’ conduct as an offence. This was why the Kiev city procurators decided, in the light of the reports, not to prosecute those working for the Personnel Plus bulletin of the Inter-Regional Academy of Personnel Management for an offence under article 161 of Ukraine’s Criminal Code.


Moreover, over the period 2002-2007 a number of investigations into these matters by the procurator’s office for the Goloseyev district of Kiev resulted in decisions not to prosecute persons working for the Academy and its publications under article 6, paragraphs 1 and 2, of the Code of Criminal Procedure of Ukraine.


The Procuracy General of Ukraine agreed with these decisions.


The Kiev city procuracy, having made inquiries following an approach by the chief rabbi of Ukraine, Moshe Reuben Asman, objected to a decision by the Kiev city council against the inclusion of the entire complex of the “Kinopanorama” cinema and the building at 19 Shota Rustaveli in Kiev in the list of premises to be privatized.


Within the limits of its competence, the procuracy opposes racial discrimination through the measures provided in the laws in force.


Over the period 2007-2008 the procuratorial authorities took out five criminal prosecutions of this nature: for desecration of Jewish cemeteries (in Odesa and Chernigov); for inciting hatred and enmity towards a national group (Kirovograd province); and for inflicting serious physical injury and intentional killing (city of Kiev).


In 2009 the Kiev procuracy took out a prosecution for inflicting injury on a citizen of Azerbaijan, and this case is now before the courts.


Over this period the courts handed down decisions in six criminal cases relating to 15 individuals for offences under article 161 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine. Twelve of these persons were convicted, one was placed on probation and two were discharged under the amnesty law.

On paragraph “h”


As of 1 June 2009, the Muslims in Ukraine had 536 religious communities with 311 places of worship.


Muslims do not have any single nationwide umbrella structure in Ukraine. There are currently five boards of Muslims which have registered their charters: the Crimean board has 352 religious communities and 281 places of worship; the Ukraine board of Muslims has 72 religious communities and 41 places of worship; the independent Muslim board for Ukraine has 21 religious communities and 15 places of worship; the Religious Board of independent Muslim communities, the Kiev Muftiyat, has 16 religious communities and was registered in 2006; the “Umma” board of Muslims in Ukraine has 11 religious communities and 1 place of worship, and was registered in 2008. There are also 64 independent religious communities without governing bodies of their own.


Most of the Islamic communities are concentrated in the Autonomous Republic of the Crimea.


There are 281 places of worship available to the autonomous Muslim religious communities, 47 of which have been handed back by decisions of the Council of Ministers of the Autonomous Republic of the Crimea and the local government authorities, and 80 mosques have been built. Over 100 buildings and premises acquired for purposes of worship have been transferred by heads of enterprises, institutions and organizations to the ownership or use of Muslim communities.


According to records produced by the Ukraine Board of Muslims, four former Muslim structures are still awaiting transfer to the Muslim religious communities. The provision of facilities for worship reaches 76 per cent, only 2 per cent less than the average State statistical indicator for provision of places of worship for religious communities (78 per cent).


Since 1993 over 2 billion karbovantsi and 3,567,000 grivna in budgetary funds have been allocated for the repair and restoration of places of worship of outstanding historical and architectural interest. By way of comparison, the Crimean budget expenditure over this period for the restoration of Orthodox churches was 150 million karbovantsi and 350,000 grivna from the State budget.


We note that in April 2009 the reconstituted Council of Representatives of Muslim boards and centres held its founding session under the aegis of the State Committee on Ethnic and Religious Affairs. The task of the Council is to coordinate the collaboration and dialogue between the Muslim boards and the executive authorities of the State, and to develop an effective mechanism for the restitution of property and sites of worship which belonged to the Muslim communities.


The practical side of restoring cultural property of this kind is now in the hands of the Commission responsible for securing the rights of religious organizations, which answers to the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine. Its task is to prepare recommendations for returning to the religious organizations the cultural buildings and other property which belonged to them, and to examine proposals from executive authorities for the release of buildings due to be returned to the religious organizations, and for the relocation of institutions and organizations presently occupying those buildings.


The leaders of Ukraine’s Muslim boards are not now presenting the Government with any major problems relating to the return of cultural premises, and the actual process of restitution is taking place through discussion and consensus.


Ukraine’s national committee on matters of nationality and religion has prepared a draft law on the return to religious organizations of religious buildings which belonged to them before becoming State property. As of 1 July 2009 ... 

-----
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